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| Chapter 1_2
English Consonants

REDTE

Manners of Articulation &

When a stream of air comes up from the lungs, it is sometimes obstructed
by speech organs such as the tongue and the lips. The speech sound made in
such a manner is called a consonant.

Consonants can be classified according to how the stream of air is affected
by speech organs. This is called classification of consonants based on manner
of articulation.

Notes: a stream of air [ % @ iti] lungs ] be obstructed [TjiF 541 4] speech
organs [ 4217] consonant [ be affected [12% % <217 %5 | classification
[5%)

Stops (Plosives) PFILE (B&EE)

A stream of air is stopped somewhere by a speech organ and is released
abruptly. When the vocal cords vibrate, a voiced stop will result. If they don’t
vibrate, a voiceless counterpart will be made. If the focus is placed on the
stoppage of the air stream, the term stop is used. However, if the focus is on
the release of the air, the word plosive is used.

[p]  pen, pencil, upstairs, apple, wrap, up
[b] book, ball, aboard, able, job, sob

[t] take, table, station, stable, art, date
[d]  door, dear, landing, under, guide, add
[k] kind, Ken, skill, backward, lack, sick
[g] green, goose, eager, hungry, dig, beg
[?] uh-huh, huh

Notes: abruptly [ 4712 wvocal cords [ voiced stop [H P 1L voiceless | )4
73] counterpart [#fld 5 43| stoppage [ ]

Fricatives E&S

A stream of air is narrowed by a speech organ and the air is pushed out of
the mouth so as to create friction. Unlike stops, fricatives can be prolonged
because they are not stopped during production.
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[{] floor, flower, telephone, refuse, roof, staff

[v] vase, van, wolves, leaves, believe, serve

(6] think, thick, mathematics, healthy, path, cloth

[8] this, that, without, withdraw, bathe, with

[5] store, start, useful, test, pass, purse

[2] zebra, zero, cousin, husband, confuse, goes

(1] sheet, shell, T-shirt, issuc, push, bush

(] usually, pleasure, treasure, measure, vision, mirage
[h] hit, hook, heater, greenhouse, ahead, perhaps

Notes: narrow [HiX®$ % | friction [H48] prolong [5MEiL |

Affricates WIES

Affricates have characteristics of both stops and fricatives. That is, a stream
of air is first stopped by a speech organ and then is released gradually as in
the production of a fricative. There are four affricates in English.

[ts] boots, cats, gets, puts, pants, gates

[dz] kids, goods, heads, sends, buds, beds

[t]] cheer, children, pitcher, kitchen, bench, catch
[d3] jungle, judge, joke, religion, stage, budge

MNote: characteristics [4%{ ]

Lateral &

The tip of the tongue is placed against the alveolar ridge and the air stream
is pushed out through the openings between the tongue and the oral cavity.
This is how English 1 is made. Since the [I] is made when the stream of air
passes through the sides, the central area being blocked by the tongue, it is
called a lateral. There is only one lateral in English.

[1] little, light, silk, milk, castle, cattle

Notes: alveolar ridge %% | opening [ X% [il| oral cavity [[1}E] block (% ]

Nasals 55

A nasal is made by a stream of air coming up from the lungs and going
through the nasal cavity when the uvula is lowered. There are three nasals in
English: [m], [n] and [p]. In French, these nasal consonants often influence the
preceding vowel. However, in English the nasals do not affect the vowel that
comes before them except in a few cases.

English Consonants

[m] mouth, mother, simple, umbrella, same, mom
[n] neced, neck, answer, until, sun, sin
[n] sing, song, sink, among, bank, ring

Notes: nasal cavity [#5] uvula [ ]| preceding [+ il ]

Retroflex s

The tongue is curled backward, but it does not touch any part of the
mouth; at the same time the lips are rounded. The only retroflex in English is
the [r]. The vocal cords vibrate when making the [r]. There is a difference be-
tween American English and British English in pronouncing the [r]. In British
English the [r] after a vowel is not pronounced, but in American English the
[r] is almost always pronounced. This type of r is called a post-vocalic r.

[r] rabbit, rice, grill, breath, either, or

Notes: curl [—# 1% round [~#AL&H L] postvocalic r [FHFOEO T — 1]

Semivowels 585

The speech sounds that have been discussed so far are consonants. In Eng-
lish there are other types of speech sounds: They are semivowels and vowels.
The vowels will be explained later.

There are two semivowels in English: [j] and [w].

[1]  you, yell, yes, yesterday, year, yen
[w] wood, wire, winter, wish, wine, liguid

Note: orals [ 715 ]

Orals O&8

All the speech sounds are classified into either nasals or orals. This is be-
cause a stream of air coming up from the lungs goes through either the oral
cavity or the nasal cavity. When the uvula is lowered, the air goes through the
nasal cavity. The nasal consonants in English are [m], [n] and [p]. It means
that the other consonants are all orals. There are more oral sounds than nasal
sounds in many languages.




Exercise_s.

1] Listen to the CD and fill in the blanks. Show the phonetic symbol of
the underlined area. In the last column write the manner of articula-
tion of the corresponding sound.

Words

ride
yen
cool
can
dog
there
brush
bird
violin
sad
climb
catch
cats
ring
park
send
usual
wife
ache
join
seat
buds
uh
telephone
theater
horse
Z00

When you finish checking your answers, practice pronouncing after the

CD.
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Travel English

2] Listen to the CD and fill in the blanks.
1. MoHEZELEE

(

) from Tokyo to New York?

2. $BOBILofcLE
I am not feeling well and ( ).

3. RITEDERELUCEEDTFFD A

(

stop.

) until the aircraft comes to a complete

3) Listen to the CD and fill in the blanks. Practice the dialog, keeping in
mind what has been discussed in the lesson.

On the Plane

——Takashi talks to a stranger on the plane.

Takashi:
Stranger:

Takashi:
Stranger:
Takashi:
Stranger:

Takashi:
Stranger:

Takashi:

Excuse me, but would you mind trading seats with me?

No, ( ). In fact, I prefer an aisle
seat.
Thank you very much. This is my first trip to America, so I am
very ( )-
I know how you feel. What part of the States are you (

)?
I am going to San Francisco and Los Angeles. First, I am planning
to stay in San Francisco ( )

That’s a good idea. By the way, my name is Tom. Nice to meet
you.
Oh, I am Takashi Saito. Nice meeting you, too.
I am from San Francisco. Do you have (
) to visit in the city?
Well, I would like to go to Fisherman’s Wharf.
( ).

Notes: trade seats with — [~ 2§ #7634 2 |  aisle seat @)% ]  be excited about —

[~z {H{ LT3 ] Fisherman’s Wharf [ifififo kS8 mHke & EiEE o
VAEWALBIHIIHLY, 7T A0TSR,
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