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1. The Materials of Myth

The material of myth is the material of our life, the material
of our body, and the material of our environment, and a living,
vital mythology deals with these in terms that are appropriate
to the nature of knowledge of the time.

This woman with her baby is the basic image of mythol-
ogy. The first experience of anybody is the mother’s body.
And what Le Debleu called participation wmystique, mystic
participation between the mother and child and the child and
the mother, is the final happy land. The earth and the whole
universe, as our mother, carries this experience into the larger
sphere of adult experience. When one can feel oneself in
relation to the universe in the same complete and natural way
as that of the child with the mother, one is in complete
harmony and tune with the universe. Getting into harmony
and tune with the universe and staying there is the principal
function of mythology. When societies develop out of the
earlier primeval condition, the problem is to keep the individ-
ual in this participation mystique with the society. Now, look-
ing around, you see how little chance we have, particularly if
you live in a large city.

Also we have the problem of the woman and the man in
relation to mythological experience. In spite of what the
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unisex movement states, the differences are radical from the
very beginning to the end. This is not a culturally conditioned
situation. It is true also of animals, among Jane Goodall’s
chimpanzee friends, for example. One of the problems in
human development is the long infancy. The child, until fifteen
or so, is in a situation of dependency on the parents. This
attitude of dependency, the attitude of submission to author-
ity, expecting approval, fearing discipline, is the prime condi-
tion of the psyche. It is drilled in. Also, the particular mores,
the particular notions of good and evil and roles to play of the
society, are imprinted.

One is born, is a blank—a little biological creature living
spontaneously out of its nature. But immediately after it is
born, the society begins putting its imprinting upon it—the
mother body and the whole attitude of the mother. You can
have a gentle, loving mother or you can have one who is
resentful of the birth, which conditions a whole psychological,
out-of-adjustment, situation. I was surprised to hear from Jane



Goodall that the young chimpanzee also has a long period of
dependency on the mother. And one of the psychological
problems of the chimp is the same as that which the human
being faces, namely, after weaning and disengagement, to
become actively, ‘psychologically, disengaged from the
mother.

Until very, very recently, the condition of the female in
the human society has been that of service to the coming and
maintenance of life, of human life. That was her whole func-
tion—the woman in the role of center and continuator of
nature. The man, however, has a very short and ultimately
unimportant relationship to this whole problem. He has
another set of concerns. Jane Goodall’s males control an area
of some thirty miles circumference, and they know where the
bananas are. When the bananas are failing in one area, they
know where to go for more. They also are defenders. They
defend against invasions by other little tribes. And just in the
primary way, the function of the male in this society is to
prepare and maintain a field within which the female can
bring forth the future. These are two quite different roles. And
their bodies are made for them as well. The male is not
engaged, like the female, in the constant charge of children.
He has a lot of free time. He knows where the bananas are,
but it isn’t time to go there now, and nobody’s bothering us, so
what do we do? This is it; in men’s clubs, delousing each
other. So, this is a long-standing institution, the men’s hunting
team, the sports team, the men’s club.

These are Hill Tribes people of New Guinea. Now the
interesting thing about this is that this is a ceremonial battle,
but serious. There is plenty of food. There is no need for one
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tribe to invade another to get their property. What are the

men going to do ? They are sitting around, with nothing to do,
so they invent a war. This is a war game, and the spears are
serious. So, when one man is killed, the battle ends and then
we have a period of waiting for another attack. This gives the
men something to do. All the time they are on guard against
the other one launching the return attack, preparing for it.
The male has to have something serious to do, that’s all.
The male body is built for combat, for defense. It is a fact
that, in the human body, every muscle has an impulse to action
and one is not fully alive unless one is in action. So we have
the invention, always, in societies of games. Games of
strength, games of cleverness, games of winning, as in ancient
Greece. In the male community what is important is the
ranking, the pecking order, what Jane Goodall called “Alpha
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Male”—who is Alpha Male? Who is top male? In a charging
display, a fellow comes down the line pulling down branches,
and anyone who wants to claim top male position has to
challenge him in this action. The winner is top male. She
describes one little fellow, who was anything but a top male,
who found that by kicking oil cans around he could make
quite an impression. For a couple of days, before everyone else
caught on, he was top male.
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Comprehension |

| Select the best answer.
1. One example of the material of our body which might be used in
making a myth is

a) height and weight
b) hair color
c) the aging process

2. An example of a modern ceremonial battle can be found in
a) a bullfight in Spain.
b) a police raid in Tokyo.
c) a guerilla attack in Rwanda

Il Number the sentences below in the same order Campbell uses.

——a) The basic function of the male is to provide whatever is
necessary (e.g. food, security) for the female to do her job.

—b) The basic function of the female is to preserve and continue
the race.

———¢) Myths develop from, or reflect, our bodies, our lives and the
worlds we live in.

——d) Young chimpanzees and young humans share a similar long-
term dependency on the female parent.

——=e) The ultimate goal of the individual is to relate to the earth and
the universe in the same way a child relates to its mother.

—f) Competitive efforts help determine the ranking of males
within a community.

——=g) Competitive games reflect the need of the male body for action
and combat.

I Challenge!

English speakers often refer to “Mother Nature.” Why don’t they say
“Father Nature” instead?
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— NOTES —
1. The Materials of Myth

Le Debleu M,

the unisex movement [VERVEEZERILER)] $1, 1960412 A

S TZBENT, WREE - 2 - BB L EITBWT, Baomnuiil % Y t
L7,

Jane Goodall 4 ¥ ) XOFRBEWES BIEEENER. B8 The
Chimpanzees of Gombe (1986), Through a Window: My Thiﬂfy
Years with the Chimpanzees of Gombe (1990) i,
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living spontaneously out of its nature [(ADFHIZ M%&)
VENTIREDEF > THEENTHBIZLd > THE 3]

The man, however, has a very short and ultimately unimportant
relationship to this whole problem. # U WG oA L THEDT
RTKENL, BRI E > TRTRHETATTHEI L 2HED
LICiE RT3,

Games of strength. . . as in ancient Greece. HLX Y L TlcBWwT
iz, WD SR % Hi- 72 Olympia @&ﬁ%&fﬂ’lé’ﬁﬂé& ERSIHICE
WTwp bbb,

pecking order =peck order [0 & DN (B THIERDES
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| - |

“Alpha Male” [+ >/3s—7 D] alpha 2 xY) ¥ 7TETEWIZL
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charging display [7RE1TH1

come down the line [BFl %8N 2>V —7%28 N1 5] ¢f gointo
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2. From Ape to Man
Giambattista Vico (1668-1744) A4 # )7 « K Y n¥dgs, .

Principi di una Scienza Nuova d’intomo alla comune natura delle
nazioni (1725, 30,44) & 6@ 540 bic@m T 2 A2 Ruw7o L,
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The young male starts pushing young females around. Then he
starts pushing older females around. MBI % 7R3 H4,
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3. Signs of Mythological Thinking

Homo sapiens [L homo + sapiens (= sapient B\, HENH2)] [k
+ 1 C. Linnaeus # HEE (1758)

Homo sapiens neanderthalensis [# 7 7N —/L Al 18564 F
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