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Charlie Stowe waited until he heard his mother snore
before he got out of bed. Even then he moved with
caution and tiptoed to the window. The front of the

house was irregular, so that it was possible to see a light
burning in his mother’s room. But now all the windows
were dark. A searchlight passed across the sky, lighting
the banks of cloud and probing the dark deep spaces
between, seeking enemy airships. The wind blew from the
sea, and Charlie Stowe could hear behind his mother’s
snores the beating of the waves. A draught through the
cracks in the window-frame stirred his nightshirt. Charlie
Stowe was frightened.

But the thought of the tobacconist’s shop which his
father kept down a dozen wooden stairs drew him on. He
was twelve years old, and already boys at the County
School mocked him because he had never smoked a
cigarette. The packets were piled twelve deep below, Gold

10




15

20

25

Graham Greene

Flake and Players, De Reszke, Abdulla, Woodbines, and
the little shop lay under a thin haze of stale smoke which
would completely disguise his crime. That it was a crime
to steal some of his father’s stock Charlie Stowe had no
doubt, but he did not love his father; his father was
unreal to him, a wraith, pale, thin, indefinite, who noticed
him only spasmodically and left even punishment to his
mother. For his mother he felt a passionate demonstrative
love; her large boisterous presence and her noisy charity
filled the world for him; from her speech he judged her
the friend of everyone, from the rector’s wife to the “dear
Queen”, except the “Huns”, the monsters who lurked in
Zeppelins in the clouds. But his father’s affection and
dislike were as indefinite as his movements. To-night he
had said he would be in Norwich, and yet you never
knew. Charlie Stowe had no sense of safety as he crept
down the wooden stairs. When they creaked he clenched
his fingers on the collar of his nightshirt.

At the bottom of the stairs he came out quite suddenly
into the little shop. It was too dark to see his way, and
he did not dare touch the switch. For half a minute he
sat in despair on the bottom step with his chin cupped in
his hands. Then the regular movement of the searchlight
was reflected through an upper window and the boy had
time to fix in memory the pile of cigarettes, the counter,
and the small hole under it. The footsteps of a policeman
on the pavement made him grab the first packet to his
hand and dive for the hole. A light shone along the floor
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I Spy

and a hand tried the door, then the footsteps passed on,
and Charlie cowered in the darkness.

At last he got his courage back by telling himself in
his curiously adult way that if he were caught now there
was nothing to be done about it, and he might as well
have his smoke. He put a cigarette in his mouth and then
remembered that he had no matches. For a while he
dared not move. Three times the searchlight lit the shop,
while he muttered taunts and encouragements. “May as
well be hung for a sheep,” “Cowardy, cowardy custard,”
grown-up and childish exhortations oddly mixed.

But as he moved he heard footfalls in the street, the
sound of several men walking rapidly. Charlie Stowe was
old enough to feel surprise that anybody was about. The
footsteps came nearer, stopped; a key was turned in the
shop door, a voice said: “Let him in,” and then he heard
his father, “If you wouldn’t mind being quiet, gentlemen. 1

3

don’t want to wake up the family.” There was a note
unfamiliar to Charlie in the undecided voice. A torch
flashed and the electric globe burst into blue light. The
boy held his breath; he wondered whether his father
would hear his heart beating, and he clutched his night-
shirt tightly and prayed, “O God, don’t let me be caught.”
Through a crack in the counter he could see his father
where he stood, one hand held to his high stiff collar,
between two men in bowler hats and belted mackintoshes.
They were strangers.

“Have a cigarette,” his father said in a voice dry as a
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biscuit. One of the men shook his head. “It wouldn’t do,
not when we are on duty. Thank you all the same.” He
spoke gently, but without kindness: Charlie Stowe thought
his father must be ill.

“Mind if I put a few in my pocket?” Mr. Stowe asked,
and when the man nodded he lifted a pile of Gold Flake
and Players from a shelf and caressed the packets with
the tips of his fingers.

“Well,” he said, “there’s nothing to be done about it,
and I may as well have my smokes.” For a moment
Charlie Stowe feared discovery, his father stared round
the shop so thoroughly; he might have been seeing it for
the first time. “It’s a good little business,” he said, “for
those that like it. The wife will sell out, I suppose. Else
the neighbours’ll be wrecking it. Well, you want to be off.
A stitch in time. I'll get my coat.”

“One of us’ll come with you, if you don’t mind,” said
the stranger gently.

“You needn’t trouble. It’s on the peg here. There, I'm
all ready.”

The other man said in an embarrassed way, “Don’t you
want to speak to your wife?” The thin voice was decid-
ed, “Not me. Never do to-day what you can put off till
to-morrow. She’ll have her chance later, won’t she?”

“Yes, yes,” one of the strangers said and he became
very cheerful and encouraging. “Don’t you worry too
much. While there’s life...” and suddenly his father tried
to laugh.
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When the door had closed Charlie Stowe tiptoed up-
stairs and got into bed. He wondered why his father had
left the house again so late at night and who the strang-
ers were. Surprise and awe kept him for a little while
awake. It was as if a familiar photograph had stepped
from the frame to reproach him with neglect. He remem-
bered how his father had held tight to his collar and
fortified himself with proverbs, and he thought for the
first time that, while his mother was boisterous and
kindly, his father was very like himself, doing things in
the dark which frightened him. It would have pleased him
to go down to his father and tell him that he loved him,
but he could hear through the window the quick steps
going away. He was alone in the house with his mother,
and he fell asleep.
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Exercises
I AXPIIHTELROERFLHRATEL0 L GELMLEOEBUH
W,

(1) indefinite (2) boisterous (3) irregular (4) stale (5) grown-up

(a) old and no longer fresh

(b) physically and mentally mature
(¢) noisy, lively and full of energy
(d) uneven, not smooth

(e) not exact, clear or obvious

I FXPICHTLCBUTOX %, BRICE> TEEEIRE L,

(1) “Have a cigarette,” his father said in a voice dry as a biscuit.
(.9 128~) dask F2id offer ##-T, RLWNAREL 2 EBFEL
NnEBz,

(2) Charlie Stowe thought his father must be ill. (p.10 L 3-) 2 i&
BRI,

(3) “Mind if I put a few in my pocket?” Mr. Stowe asked. (p. 10
[ 5) >HEELKIc,

(4) “One of us’ll come with you, if you don’t mind,” said the
stranger gently. (p. 10 [ 17-) = R#Essikic,

(5) He wondered why his father had left the house again so late
at night and who the strangers were. (p.11 [ 2-) S>E#EEEIC,

Il AXOABLEBLTWEST, B2 TW-5FrRELagaw,

(1) Charlie Stowe woke up because his mother was snoring. ( )

(2) Charlie Stowe doubted if it was a crime to steal some of his
father’s stock of tobacco. ( )

(3) Charlie’s father did not notice that he was hiding in the
shop. ( )

(4) Charlie Stowe started to think about his father in a different
way towards the end of the story. ( )

(5) Charlie Stowe fully understood why the two men visited his
father so late at night. ( )
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—1 Spy—

by Graham Greene
I SPY hide and seek "< AT THNTWRF2ROTLLEIZED BEE,
LI R 34 DPREEIC L 11T B,

Graham Greene [gréiam grim] (1904-1991) 4 %Y X D{ER,

Wil =%,y DEME, The Third Man (1949) O{eEE THATIRTHEZ,
AP 7BIETH B, (BEHEEEEL (8RR, BRAOREE RE2HIE, /BRI
FARVALZEHAI = =T 57— LTONRICEF?H S, 1 Spy 13193043
o

Page Line
7 1 Charlie Stowe [t{ali: stou] F+—Y—+ X}

4 irregular [irégjulo] = not even "MMNDH 3 |

6 searchlight [s3:tflait] ™ —F54 b, wWH, BRZ2ERT LI DD
E#ER 5 S B, ¢f enemy airships [ 8

7 banks < bank = a long high row or mass of something (COBUILD)
CCTIH(EDEN) I, B
probing < probe [proub] = search into thoroughly (RH) T#884 5,

8 airships < airship [&sfip] = a large aircraft without wings,
containing gas to make it lighter than air and engine to make
it move. (LONGMAN) T34THf. ¢f. Zeppelins p. 8 [ 13

11 nightshirt [naitfo:t] = long loose shirt for wearing in bed (PESD)
EE-

14 drew ~ on < draw ~ on = lead ") 72T 5%,

15~ County School TA3IZEME FHERIRDTH ML DR EELT 5,

17 twelve deep below "L2 6 TFALET D (A TH ),

17- Gold Flake, Players, De Reszke [do réski], Abdulla [zbdilo]
Woodbines [wi{idbainz] Z#h &M, 7203 D,

8 2 a thin haze of stale smoke "W LD & IR L T DM,

FEPFEAERIC L EA TV BT, LIZXIEEDTEE, ¢f p.10 15,10

3~ That...stock (¥ Charlie Stowe had no doubt #HI,

6 wraith [rei®] = person’s double seen shortly before or after
death (POD) TEGE) &y A TBILTD & ) %, his father &F
¥, pale, thin, indefinite [indéfinit] (2 wraith Z2{&fiT 5%,

7 spasmodically [spaezm3diksli] = not regularly TiFA D/ Ehizy

8 demonstrative [dim3nstrotiv] = showing feelings openly TFjk L
2N

9 boisterous [bdistaras] = noisily cheerful (POD) Tz &Ry
presence = personal appearance THEEE esp. when imposing (POD)
noisy = self-assertive (POD) TWw3 & B L2T45F Ly

10 fill the world for him " (Charlie) I2i3Z DT TICH Z 724

11 rector [rékto] THE[E EH GE) DR,
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NOTES

dear Queen = Mary I (1518-58) # MV o 7 (HE)ICKEL LS &L
RET, HiEfEEEELDT Bloody Mary (3% 5 < Blessed Mary
BR=NToLL)) ORLEEE S, SCTIEHEDHEFLIXM A&
Hy v HFGFh,

Huns < Hun [han] (&K T FA4 V&) monsters (3% DRI,
Zeppelins < Zeppelin [zépalin] = type of large airship used by
the Germans in the First World War (OALD) T x o= 1) L E3}
1TH

Norwich [ndridz] 4 > 2% > FOE#, Norfolk [ni:fak] Mo,
yet you never knew "L LZAZLES TICL B b A,

with his chin cupped in his hands "lEB22 %217

fix in memory THEICHEE D7 2, HEVEEL, pile, counter, hole,
The footsteps of a policeman MEEDEEIM 2 720Ty

light & torch (EHEIT) D TR

tried the door TF#EZ D 2FEFA L7,

there was nothing...it "H#KT, 22 FF L

he might as well have his smoke "2 Z & T—RL721Z ) » k8%
97245 might as well = had better

taunts [tomts] = things said to anger or wound a person (POD)
Tr=es L Z &1y encouragements (3% DR,

May as well be hung for a sheep < One may as well be hanged
for a sheep as a lamb. () "#H# < 5hIFE LT Ty

Cowardy, cowardy custard ML —bih, FHEOEFRLZ LT,
exhortations [égzo:téifonz] = encouragements M

COEREE ) AR ERT AR,

footfalls = the sound of footsteps TE&.

was about = was present eg. Is there anyone about? M7=t
WBDIP

Let him in. THi~ANL TR,

If you...quiet = Please be quiet. HEXIFY THEZ T hl,
Charlie &, #ZZix% iz unfamiliar Z b *ELL,

undecided [andisiidid] = wavering (W3) T¥ & & 7% ¢ B3&i 7,
electric globe [iléktrik gloub] = electric bulb [balb] T&sk,
BEOERETORTENOERERNF S LD THS S,

one hand...collar "F2B<C, Hni v VDOBITHTT,y of p.8 L
17-, .9 [ 22~

bowler hats Tl

mackintoshes [m&kintofiz] = raincoats mac B3I X L5 5,
BEREDEMICHAET 5. eg Honda =a mortorcycle or car
made by the Japanese company Honda (LONGMAN), Zeppelin
dry as a biscuit "7 v ¥— X5 I (IFRIFS )b niz, TAVAT
3B NS 7% s¥, a quick bread baked in small pieces (WNWD)
It wouldn’t do do = be suitable (PESD) T# 1) 735677,

on duty "EHids of off duty




