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Susan  : Masahiko, why were you so quiet tonight?

Masahiko: I had no choice.

Susan  : Meaning?

Masahiko: Do you realize how hard it is to speak to a group of Americans?
Susan I guess maybe I don’t.

Masahiko: Everyone talks at once. I never seemed to get a chance to say anything.
Susan  : I see what you mean.

Masahiko: You see, it’s hard enough to think fast in English....

Susan  : I do understand, my friend. Next time, I'll try to help you out.

Masahiko: That would be appreciated, Susan.

Listen to the tape and choose the best answer.

A. Susan. B. Masahiko. C. Both Susan and Masahiko.

A. He felt it was very difficult.
B. He felt it was very easy.

C. He felt it was a piece of cake.

A. Because he can keep a secret.

B. Because he was shy.
C. Because it was difficult for him to think fast in English.
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Unit 1

The rules for conversation in America may seem strange at first, so it’s good to
know what is expected of you.

Americans are often stereotyped as loud, but this is not always true. As a general
rule, raising your voice in normal, polite conversation is thought to be rude. It can also
be seen as starting an argument or fight. So, some good advice is to keep your voice
down at all times, but don’t speak so softly that it is difficult for others to hear you.

Conversation styles are different between Japan and the U.S. You may be
surprised during meals. Around the dinner table is a favorite place for conversation.
Topics are usually general and light—this is not the time or place for very serious talks
on touchy subjects. (This comes from the fact that some subjects may upset people and
ruin their meals for them.)

In American conversation, it is common for several persons to try to speak at
once. They often compete for the right to speak. There are no guidelines about who gets
the chance to talk. It depends on the conversation and those who are involved. What
is important, is not to get upset if another speaks over you. Just wait for another
opportunity and jump in when you have the chance. This is normal and will not offend
others.

This goes for cutting someone off as well. In conversation, especially when the
speakers are excited, Americans tend to speak before another has finished. (This is true
in both casual and business situations.) Cutting someone off is OK as long as you don’t
do it all the time. If you do it constantly, others will probably get offended.

As a Japanese, don’t be afraid of having meaningful conversations with those
you meet—in the American style. You will be expected to.

[On Dialog]

at once (=all at once): at the same time

[On Passage]

are involved: are involved (in the conversation) [(&5i12) ML T3]




American Conversation

Based on the passage, choose the best answer.

1. If you raise your voice when talking to an American, he or she may think that
you are ready to
A. sing. B. whistle.
C. fight. D. say goodbye.

2. If you strike up a conversation with Americans at dinner, what kind of topics
may upset them?
A. Delicate topics. B. Simple topics.
C. Everyday topics. D. General topics.

3. If you are having a conversation with Americans and one of them speaks over
you, you should
A. get mad at him or her. B. tell him or her off.
C. get upset. D. not get worked up.

4. Ifyou have a conversation with an American and cut him or her off all the time,
he or she might
A. feel good. B. take offense.
C. thank you. D. feel refreshed.

Choose the appropriate answer(s).
1. seem ~ vs. seem fo ~
A. He seems

B. He seems to

a. intelligent b. be intelligent ¢. be single

2. cut someone off vs. cut off someone
A. “If a speaker talks too long, what will the chairman do to the speaker?”

“He will cut 7
B. “Who did the chairman cut off?”
“He cut 7
a. him off b. off him c. off that speaker




Unit 1

Put the following Japanese into English, making use of the useful expressions.
1. help someone out: help someone by doing some work for them
Q. Y LW -7 LIl > TERFDOEFFPITLTINETES S,

2. jump in: interrupt when someone else is speaking

Q. HARTIEADEEICE N AL L3l me 372 A% EN5,

3. go for: be true for
Q. EWENTWEDIEb»AITE. ERTWLDIIEL 72,

4. as long as: provided that
Q. EETWBRNAREZEFHDH v,

Answer the following questions.
1. What kind of topic do you think is touchy for Americans?

2. What do you think of cutting someone off in Japanese conversation?
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Susan  : Did you have a good time tonight, Masahiko?

Masahiko: Yeah, but I am mentally tired.

Susan  : Why’s that?

Masahiko: I talked with people about religion, money, politics....

Susan  : So?

Masahiko: So I was surprised. I thought Americans avoided those subjects.

Susan  : Hardly, as you obviously just found out.
Masahiko: Did I ever!
Susan  : But, all in all, weren’t they interesting topics?

Masahiko: They sure were. I learned a lot!

Listen to the tape and choose the best answer.

A. He thought Americans enjoyed talking about any topic.

B. He thought Americans avoided talking about some topics.

C. He didn’t think Americans avoided talking about any topic.

A. Everyday topics. B. Commom topics. C. Religion, money, politics, etc.

A. He thought them interesting.

B. He thought them uninteresting.
C. He thought them exhausting.

11
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Unit 2

You may have read about certain topics that should not be discussed with
Americans because they are too personal. Such warnings have their place as a basic
guideline, but don’t be misled.

Keep in mind that so-called “touchy” subjects are of great interest to millions of
people. In fact, many of them are sources of extremely entertaining discussions. What
may cause problems, though, is being too direct or too personal with your conversation
partner.

For our first example, let’s consider religion. In America, most every religion in
the world is represented. Many are proud of their faith and are delighted to teach others
about it. So, when the topic of religion arises, don’t automatically shy away. If it’s
interesting to you, talk about it and ask general questions. Let the other lead the
conversation. If they want to tell you very personal information, it’s up to them.

The same is true for politics. Politics is definitely one of the most popular
subjects throughout America. Everyone has some opinion and they are usually more
than willing to share it. And, when they do, they are going to want to hear yours. The
secret is not to get into a “who’s-right” comparison. Keep things light and others will,
too.

A third touchy subject that is often mentioned is money. When this is the topic,
you should definitely be careful. Questioning someone as to how much they earn gets
too personal very quickly. Discussing general wages and how to make money are safe.
In fact, ideas on these areas are often very welcome. .

Don’t be afraid of talking about the serious subjects you’ve heard about with
Americans. Just remember to be general at first and get personal only if you are invited
to. Then sit back and enjoy where the conversation goes.

[On Dialog]
Did I ever!: (Yes,) I certainly did find out. G&W-EEZ%£$)

[On Passage]

be of interest to (someone): be interesting to (someone)

be up to (someone): be the responsibility of (someone)

the secret [#pgk]

a ‘who’s-right’ comparison [#A7IE L < HEMIEL < oo bbi ]
sit back: relax
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Discussing “Touchy’' Subjects

Based on the passage, choose the best answer.
1. You should bear in mind that so-called “touchy” subjects are
A. interesting to one million Americans.
B. interesting to a large number of Americans.
C. boring to thousands of Americans.
D. boring to a bunch of Americans.

2. If religion becomes a topic of conversation with Americans, you can
not talk about it.

not ask any questions about it.

ask personal questions about it.

o0 w>

ask general questions about it.

3. When you are talking with Americans about politics,
A. you can give them your opinion about politics.
B. you can make a comparison between the politicians you and others support.
C. they don’t want to hear your opinion about politics.
D. all of them will show no interest in politics.

4. When you are talking with Americans about money, you should shy away from
asking,
A. “How much do you think top fashion models can make a year?”
B. “How much is the annual income per person in America?”
C. “How much money do you earn a month?”
D. “Do Americans spend a fortune on a wedding?”

Choose the appropriate answer(s).
1. sure vs. certain
A. “Is it OK if T smoke?” “

B. She’s to win.
C. 1 am hungry.
a. Sure b. Certain ¢. sure d. certain

2. more than vs. more ~ than

A. We will be to help you.
B. He is sad.

a. more angry than b. angrier than c. more than happy




Unit 2

Put the following Japanese into English, making use of the useful expressions.
1. have a good time: enjoy oneself very much
Q COMOHERIZN A 72 LTERLAT,

2. all in all (= all things considered): in general
Q 2FMICRTAEDSBIIRKRIIZ -2 LB L,

3. keep in mind that ~ : remember that ~
Q 7ANVATIRAFERHKREEZFETIOERSI LGV EWS I LERRITBEY
S,

4, shy away (from ~) : avoid ~
Q & EFETHRHCIIZ DFEREILET BTl L 9,

Answer the following questions.
1. When talking to an American you do not know well, which of the following
questions might cause problems?

. How old are you? (to an adult)

Where are you from?

. How much do you weigh?

. Where do you go to school?

How much was your sweater?

Where do you work?

. How much do you make a month?

. What are you planning to do during the coming summer vacation?
Are you single? (to an adult woman)

- — I @@ MmN @ >

Did you have a nice weekend?
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