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Chapter 1

An Introduction: The People of America

@ Reading

The United States was founded on July 4, 1776, when the thirteen British colonies
on the east coast of North America declared their independence. Today the nation
consists of 50 states and the District of Columbia. The 48 contiguous states occupy
the southern part of North America between Canada and Mexico. Two other states
were added in 1959: Alaska, which was purchased from Russia in 1867, and Hawaii,
which was annexed by military threat in 1898.

The United States is a country of enormous social, climatic and economic
variety, with some of the world’s great cities, and huge areas where almost no one
lives. People have exploited the country’s vast natural resources, turning the U.S.
into one of the richest and most powerful nations in the world.

The first settlers in North America came from Asia 25,000 years ago. These were
the ancestors of the American Indians, who are also now called Native Americans.
Part of this original group from Asia, now called the Eskimos, settled in the far
northern regions of the continent, while the American Indians moved further south.
Major Indian civilizations developed throughout North and South America, and
there were approximately one million Indians when the first Europeans arrived in
the 1490s.

The earliest European settlers in what is now the United States were from Spain.
The first British settlement was founded in Jamestown, Virginia, in 1607, followed
by the Pilgrims in New England in 1620. The first African slaves arrived in 1619.

Today 83.1% of Americans are white, mostly from Europe, and 11.7% are black.
Most of the early European settlers were from western Europe, primarily England.
In the late 19th Century a great number came from eastern Europe. Later Spanish-
speaking people, mostly from Mexico, South America and Cuba, started coming in.
These immigrants are now known as Hispanic-Americans. A large number of
Asians, including Chinese, Japanese, Filipinos, Vietnamese and Koreans, continue
changing the face of America. A hundred years ago the country was mainly rural,
with the greatest population density in the northeast and Great Lakes region. Today
74% of the population lives in urban areas which cover only 2% of the country’s
land. New York is the largest city, and the densely-populated “eastern corridor”
runs between Boston and Washington, D.C. Los Angeles is the second-largest U. S.
city and Chicago the third.

In the past few decades the South and Southwest regions, especially Florida,
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An Introduction: The People of America

Texas, California, Arizona and Nevada, have grown rapidly. These are called the
“sunbelt states” because of their mild winter climates. 35
The suburbs surrounding cities have grown rapidly since the end of World War
I1. In 1950, 56% of the urban population lived in the central cities, but only 30% do
today. Movement to suburban areas has been made possible by widespread use of

the car.

Notes
District of Columbia [ o> E7EHX] D.C. H5WwiE Washington D.C. £ w95, EHHS
Washington #i> & & T, 1Z» O &ML U 7o g,
Native Americans [7 XU Z%FER]
the Great Lakes [ 5Kl (Superior, Michigan, Huron, Erie, Ontario) |
densely-populated [ ALTuA% 7% |

New immigrants arriving in the United States. © wWwpP



Chapter 1

A. Vocabulary Building
RDBADKFEH ERLBROEVERNE, THALBUDSTEARI L,

) the thirteen British colonies ... declared their independence ()
) The 48 contiguous states occupy ... (L3)

) was annexed by military threat ... (L6)

) a country of enormous social, ... variety (/7)

) People have exploited the country’s vast ... (19)

) the country was mainly rural (127)

) with the greatest population density (/28)

) 74% of the people lives in urban areas (/29)

e A
e T N N T e W SN

a) next to; touching b) made full use of

c) said openly d) extremely large

e) in the countryside  f) of cities

g) joined or added h) degree of crowdedness

B. Comprehension Check =0

T—7%MUT. Reading DAB L —HT 2 XAIBU, BETEALE L,

a) The District of Colombia is one of the 50 States.
b) Hawaii was purchased in 1867.
C) 48 states touch at least one other state.

a) Full use of its natural resources.

b) Its large number of states.
c) Its variety of people.

a) About 25,000. b) One million.
¢) Ten million.

a) New England. b) The Great Lakes region.
¢) Virginia.
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a) The northeastern states. b) The Great Lakes region.
¢) The sunbelt states.

C. Dictation
Kit Reading "ARBLBROHDLTT, T—7TH#HVTEE LY HEL,

1.

D. Expression
EZonhtE045E->T, ROBAREEEZBICELR I,

. A=AV TADE L, KEOHEBRIFEATHS,
(on the east coast of)

2. BIEDIZUTFTIE, O TC2A—TATET EENRT W, (what is now)

3. ¥AMIRAT X, RATORE I X > TRIREL 2 o 72,
(have been made possible by)

E. Questions for Discussion
RKRDZEIIZDWT, FA4ARAAvyara L TITHAREL,

1. Why do you think America is one of the richest and most powerful countries
in the world?

2. Why do people move to the suburbs? Do you think this happens everywhere?



