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College Entrance Exams

% Important Words & Phrases for the Topic

1. university admission 2. SAT 3. ACT
4, satisfactory scores 5. apply to college 6. verbal
7. applicants 8. letters of recommendation 9. acceptable work.

10. well-rounded

4 Key Expressions
1. Almost all American colleges require satisfactory scores on those tests.
2. A high score on entrance exam is the most important factor in admission.
3. This is definitely not the only way we solve the problem.
4, We hear that most American universities are quite challenging.
5. Nancy will be more likely to succeed in this project.

+¢ Essential Points for Paragraph Reading <
1. 25797 THFEbILTwasauyr (@) [HEBL., ZOHEEZEL LI,
2. BING T 7THELNT WA Like EWIHFBIEBL, X2 EIPTw200%
FEZ LD,
3. WETHEDLNSL, XIED However R Yet LW IEE -7 LEAPOLARLEHD I,



College Entrance Exams in the U.S.

@ Passage @ =

The two main tests for university admission in the United States are the
Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) and the American College Testing Program
(ACT). Almost all American colleges require satisfactory scores on one of
these two national tests for admission.

Every year, two million students who apply to college take the SAT. The
test is three hours long and consists of seven sections: three verbal sections,
three math sections, and another section which can be either math or verbal.
This test is written and administered by the College Board, a private
organization of colleges and universities established in 1900.

By the 1950s, there were so many young people who wanted to go to
college that a new test was needed to help decide who would benefit from a
university education. The ACT Test was developed. Like the SAT, ACT scores
helped college admissions officers decide which applicants would do best in
which school.

In Japanese universities, a high score on national entrance exams is the
most important factor in admission. However, this is not the case in America.
SAT and ACT scores are certainly important, but it is definitely not the only
way new students are chosen for admission. A college looks at a number of
other factors:

* High school grades

* Non-academic activities, such as sports and clubs

* Community service, such as tutoring younger students, volunteering at a

local hospital, helping with voter registration drives, and so on.

* Your best personal qualities

* Letters of recommendation

Most American universities are quite challenging, and many people “flunk
out of school” because they are too lazy, too immature or too disorganized to
complete acceptable work. Universities feel that if a young person has
successfully built a well-rounded life, he will be more likely to succeed in
college.

Yet SAT and ACT tests remain important, and students spend a lot of
time preparing for them.

Notes
the College Board [V v ¥ « ®—F1 72 Y HOKRFEAERBRERS, national entrance exams [(H
Ay kFEARLY S —RB] non-academic activities [FHELNNDIES)] community service [HigZ
fLi&@I]  voter registration drives [ CK¥ifHERZE D) BHEABHESR]  “flunk out of school” B &
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UNIT 1

@ Exercises @
il xOEXEEXAXORBIZEI LI, a.~d. 2> TRESERE L,
1. For university admission, almost all American universites ...

a.
b.

c
d

require very high scores on both the SAT and the ACT.

require acceptable scores on either the SAT or the ACT.

. don’t require satisfactory scores on the SAT or the ACT.

. don’t require good scores on the SAT but require good scores of the ACT.

2. The SAT consists of ...

a.

three verbal sections, three math sections, and one section which is

half math, half verbal.

. three verbal sections, three math sections, and two sections which
consist of math and verbal questions.

. three verbal sections, three math sections, and one section which is
either math or verbal.

. three verbal or math sections, and one section which is both math and

verbal.

3. The ACT Test was developed because ...

a.
b.
C.
d.

the SAT was no longer helpful.

many young people wanted to go to college.

it helped decide who would do best in a particular school.
college admissions officers were too busy to make decisions.

4. For admission, colleges in America don’t consider factors like ...

a.
b.
c.
d.

community service.

non-academic activities.

letters of recommendation.

a high score on national entrance exams.

5. If students are too lazy to complete acceptable work, American
universities ...

Q

b
C.
d

. dismiss them from the universities.

. ask them to be well-rounded students.

think they will be more likely to succeed in college.

. let them spend a lot of time preparing for SAT and ACT.

I ROFBAAXICAI LI IS, EXOEFROFDELREALS L,
1. AZEFHUTERDR2EEOT AN FELILET,
Two kinds of tests will be (admission,/for, used, university).



College Entrance Exams in the U.S.

2. TORENDAEEEETIHERIINT AN 2FITFENETT,
The students (the,/who, to,/university, apply) should take this test.

3. ¥ETANEFEEI N vETLREEBETLLVDTT,
The foreign language you will learn (be / can / either / Chinese /
German, or).

4, D) =T =2 B EROLICEFH L FEFLETT,

A new method is needed to (be,decide,help,/ will/who) the leader.
5. EDFHENE DERITAT PIZFEITHRD T ERA,

We haven’t decided (go,student,”which,/will) to which school.

] ®xoBAXAE, AXICHTEREGEE->T, BETERRLAEL,
1. ZmEit 2 B O/ESR TS, (hours long)

2. WIIERT T4 TTEFDFHETENATWE T, (to volunteer)

3. THOTEEFAARTIEHTITE ST, (case)

4, WHBLLTEUERZ TR I ELNERA, (too ... to do)

5. WEkIH VB2 YT 2RI L, (spend ... time)

ROMBEOERICADIREA, T—7TH#EOVTEER) B E L, (=3

TiM: How did you do on the SAT?

KEIKO: I'm not sure. We ( 1 ) next month.

TIM: I don’t think you've got ( 2 ). You're smart
and have always done well on tests.

KEIKO: Yes, but this test is so important. ( 3 ) I didn't
do well?

TIM: Look, you’ve had top grades throughout high school. Besides, you
were on the Student Council and you ( 4 ) to

the blind on Saturdays, right?
KEIKO: Yes, that’s true. Besides, I can’t do anything about the test now.
TIM:  So ( 5 ).
KEIKO: You're right. Thanks.




