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The American Character

(BT 2 ) A A] EHWT, bhild EATNIEEA A—DFT 72550, Fd
Y MBI T A ) AA] BEETLOES S 0 727 AN 7 MNEE A ATER % 7
S THEELTWBDES S 2,

Vocabulary Check

diverse country
ethnic background
ancestor

personal freedom
tolerance

evasive

o0MON =

'Reading

~ The United States of America is probably the world’s most diverse country.
Its people come from everywhere. Many people from around the world once
thought the average American was a tall, blond, blue-eyed white person. How-
ever, this was never true. Americans come in all shapes, sizes and colors. They
have many different religions and ethnic backgrounds. Except for Native Amer-
icans, everyone’s ancestors came from another country.
With all these differences, does a “typical American” exist? Are there
values that all Americans share? Well, there are certain values that Americans
think are important. '

+ Personal freedom: One of the country’s founding documents, the Declaration of
Independence, guarantees all Americans the right to “life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness.” Americans can live, marry, go to school and work.
where they chbose. They also value the freedom to express themselves as
individuals.

- Tolerance: This means respecting those who have different goals, values and




' _ Unit 1
religious beliefs than you do. Mutual respect for the rights and freedoms of
others, even of people who are very different from you, is an important

- American cultural value.

- Honesty and direct expression: There is a way of talking with someone in
English that is similar to the Japanese fafemae, but it is not nearly as impor-
tant to Americans. They ask direct questions and expect direct answers.
Anything else could seem evasive and possibly dishonest.

- Hard Work: “Work hard, play hard” is an American motto. Americans value
accomplishment. Through various systems of bonuses and incentives, Amer-
ican companies usually pay higher salaries to those who work harder than
coworkers who don’t. Americans are also competitive and work hard to “beat
the other guy.” ’

We can probably say that there are certain traits that help make up the American
character.

NOTES ) ,

with all these differences [Z 5 L /-8 @5°H 5 1260005 T ]

founding documents [EE"TE ] »

the Declaration of Independence [ 7 X '} A#IEEE| 1776 €ic Thomas Jefferson #E8E, BH - F% -
RO EFLLOIRMLT 3 LESL T3,

““Work hard, play hard” I & <&, £ <GB

“beat the other guy” [MEDEDLZITHENT ]
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Exercises

@

AXEHAT, ROBEXAERIEZDIBELEDLLEDEQ)
BUEL,

. A tall, blond, blue-eyed white person ...

(a) is an average American.
(b) never exists.

(¢) was an image many people from around the World had of an American.

(@) is still a typical American.

All Americans have personal freedom to ...
(a) break the law.

(b) invade the privacy of others.

(¢) violate the traffic regulations.

(d) express their ideas in public.

One of the examples of being folerant is ...

(2) to ignore the personal freedom.

- (b) not to allow others to do things that are important to you.

(c) to forbid others from doing what you think is best.

(d) to get along with those who are different from you.

If you use ambiguous express:ons Americans may feel you are ...
(a) mystenous

(b) deceptive.

(¢) modest.

(d) trustworthy.

ANCHTLBRBEZSHIILT, ROBFREICEILIIC () ADEALERE

ATIELWLXIZLA XL,

LK OPDOBY)FEECERITIE, EADTYv—FETHLEIETTWS

Except (your, for, some, essay, misspellings) is very good.

. BADOERELZFETEEIIL, L THRED Twiwn,

My ability (enough, to speak, nearly, is not, English).
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3. TAVHEVEIEROBRE»ERL Twizd niz, '
America and the USSR used (the, make, world’s, up, t0) superpowers.

F—7EEWTTRE 2180, thiBAREICRLAS L,

DIANE: (1) . How do you like it so far?
CRAIG: T like it, but (2)

‘D: What’s that? \
C: Well, the neighbors across the street (3)
on Friday night. And it’s very quiet there on Satufdays.
D: @)y ? They’re Orthodox Jews.
C: Oh, (5) . Their religion doesn’t allow
them to use telephones or lights, or drive cars on the Sabbath.

1)
(2>
(3
4>
¢s))

EXTERLNIZT A Y HAD 4 DOMEERICDOVT, $hEh 20 FEEICE LR
L, '

‘N =

Class Activity

1 TE-ENEvDEELENVI LIF, RESMTAREETHS] EWwIiF2ie, bik
R TR T, £DEEIL?

2. 5% HFEETH ETRIEEEZ TR MiERZFERLEL 1 ),
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' Popular Spectator Sports

ZHR—=F, TAYVAANDEFEDFICEEZEL Twb, AR—VEEDL, B TTH2DLR
BICHRIBEIE - T E I bd o T, AR—VRELDEFBEDZFIHICHFET %,
CORTIET AN HADOMEKAR—IZDOWTAETAHAL I,

Vocabulary. Check

spectator sport

national pastime -
championship game
the sport’s “golden age”
. sirategy '

clear plexiglass

|

Americans love watching sports. The four most popular spectator sports in
the U.S. are baseball, football, basketball and hockey.

Baseball is so deeply a part of American culture that it is called the
“national pastime.” The first professional baseball game was played in the 1880s,
and generations of Americans ever since have spent many pleasurable summer
days (and nights) watching games with their families and friends. During World
War II American soldiers in Europe often used baseball questions as passwords at
checkpoints, because they knew that enemy soldiers wouldn’t know the answers.
American Major League Baseball is the game played at the highest level. Players-
from all over the world come to try and play in the true “big leagues.”

Football is played each autumn at the high school, college and pro level.
The Super Bowl, football’s championship game, is the country’s most-watched
sporting event. More than half the TV sets in America are tuned in for at least
part of the game, and a 30-second TV commercial costs over one million dollars
(¥125,000,000). ' |

In basketball, the American Olympic “dream team” of the 1980s and ’90s

o0 KON =
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showed America’s best playérs to the rest of the world. The way the Americans
play basketball is so much better than the rest of the world that it’s hard to
imagine anyone but the U.S. winning an Olympic gold medal in basketball.
Michael Jordan, arguably the greatest player in history, continue to thrill fans in
the new millennium. Basketball today is faster and more exciting than it’s ever
been, and today’s fans are living in the sport’s “golden age.”

Hockey, known as the world’s fastest game, is very exciting to watch. The
sport combines the physical contact of football with the strategy and teamwork
of basketball. Hockey fans are also very close to the action. In most other sports,
seats are placed rather far away from the sidelines. But at a hockey game the
playing area is fairly small, with only strong wooden boards and clear plexiglass
separating the fans from the action.

NOTES

Super Bowl [ X—/S—HRT L] T 2 Ao NFL o FHEHRER,

tune in [Fv>RILESDYES]

“dream team”[ F ') —LF— L] FHETA SN ELTE-> T BRI —RFEZEDHF—2, Ty 708

THES B, 199254 )Yy ZIZHBLE FY —aF—AkD0nT, ${DAD [TRTHR .

K=Y OPCHEEFRENF—4] EVIHRER-2,
Michael Jordan [V 1)L - ¥3—%> | NBA CIE#HMNZ 13— X #%-72%, 199941 H 13 Hiz NBA #
5B, 2002 £ — X iz, Washington Wizards B &8RF & L CERL 2,
arguably [(ZIZREEV < ' '
physical contact [ADEL LD &L
~ from the sidelines [#EXDBEFHFEHL TODHEH (YA FI1>) 15
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Exercises

. FXEHAT, ROBLERHELBDRHIEDLLHDEE~AOH,D 1D

@

BULEL,

. U.S. soldiers used “Joe DiMaggio” as a password at checkpoints in Europe

during World War Il. You can infer from this that Joe DlMagg|o

(a) was popular in Europe.

(b) was a famous baseball player in the U.S.

(c) played for the New York Yankees.

(d) played in the 1880s. -

According to the passage, the most-watched sporting event in the U.S. is ..
(a) the Olympic Games.

(b) the Super Bowl.

(¢) a Major League Baseball game.

(d) a game played by the “dream team.”

The fact that Michael Jordan was the greatest basketball player in the world is...
(a) uncertain. -

(b) a matter for debate.

(¢) questionable.

(@) almost certain.

. Since only wooden boards and plexiglass separate the spectators and the

action, hockey fans can ...

(a) enjoy the physical contact with the players.
(b) see the game from the sidelines.

(c) see the game up close.

(d) feel how unexciting the game is.

AXICH T BRBEBRIILT, ROBFBECRI LIS () ADEAEL~E
ATELWLWXIZLAZEW, '

1. BFEA NV 7 TERATNERS LBGEHERETH,
Could you (winning, the Olympic Games, hlm, imagine, in, a gold medal)?
2. i i%ﬂlﬁak BEh %, %@%éﬁ)% PHELIHT O UOT 2,

He combined (to create, imagination, intelligence, that invention, with). .
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3. IDTAMEWAEE P BWEELZSIT L5559,
(the good students, the bad, from, will, this test, separate).

F—7EEVCTTREAED, thEARRBISRLASL,
WOMAN: Hey, (1) tonight. Let’s watch it
together, OK?
MAN: (2) ? I'm surprised.

W: Oh sure. My dad and I used to watch together all the time (3)

M: Really? I did that with my dad too.

W: The Bears (4) ‘ . They should do great
tonight.

M: The Bears? (5) . Not with Simmons injured.

1>
2>
(3
4>
B>

FIUTHTL % 4 DORR—Y DREBARE, ENENDIR—Y TLIZ 0 FREI
FEDIREL,

AN =

Class Activity

1. KL THERLENZ 4 DDAR—Y %, BEBRND BIEICENTHELL I 7T
TiH NRDE P - T2 AR—7 3 TL 7220,

S MLB, NFL, NBA, NHL koW, 4> F—Fy NETHTHRELEL L,

13




