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Preface

Did You Know That...? is a book designed for today’s busy students. It contains twelve short essays
on a variety of extremely interesting but little-known topics. As the objective is for readers both to
learn English and to learn through English, the subject matter herein has been carefully researched
and cross-checked for factual accuracy. Thematically diverse, with topics ranging from environmen-
tal refugees to zombies, Did You Know That...? contains something for everyone.

The exercises have been carefully designed to help students acquire high-frequency vocabu-
lary and practical listening skills. For students and teachers who desire additional information on
issues raised in the chapters, Web links have been included at the end of some essays. And the pic-
tures and illustrations throughout the book have been carefully selected/designed to enhance the read-
ings, either through aesthetics or humor. Hence, Did You Know That...? is a user-friendly textbook.

The authors trust that students and teachers alike will find Did You Know That...? informa-
tive, stimulating, and a useful vehicle for promoting English-language proficiency.

The Authors
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The Asian Youth Orchestra
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Conductor George Szell once said, “In music one must think with the heart and feel with
the brain.” In other words, both producers (composers and performers) and consumers
(listeners) must be in touch with their emotions.

The Asian Youth Orchestra (AYO) is a group that is certainly in touch with its
emotions. Their powerful performances have moved and impressed audiences in many
countries. The Orchestra brings together 100 talented young people from such countries
as Thailand, China, Vietnam, and Japan, to name a few. They practice for three weeks in
the summer and then go on tour for another three weeks. They have performed at such
places as the White House, Lincoln Center, and the United Nations.

The AYO gives talented Asians an opportunity to perform overseas, sometimes
with famous musicians like Yo Yo Ma. But it also has another purpose: to encourage gift-
ed youth to stay in their home countries. In that way, they will be able to contribute to the
fine arts in those places. This, as well as the wonderful music, is what many people like
about the AYO.

[Notes]
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» Want to know more?
* Internet Link: http://www.ayohk.com
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The Kazoo: Like A Mosquito Buzzing on a Summer Night
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There is an old American joke that goes something like this:

Question: “How do you get to Carnegie Hall?”
Expected Reply: “Take a taxi to W. 57th Street and Seventh Ave.”
Joke Reply: “Practice, practice, practice.”

Yes, if you want to perform at Carnegie Hall, you have to work hard, like the men and
women in the AYO.

But what if you love music and have no talent? Have some talent but no ambi-
tion? Have talent and ambition, but no time to practice? Well, there is a musical instru-
ment/toy for you. It is called the kazoo.

The kazoo is something that almost anyone can play. Kazoos come in different
sizes and shapes, but the most common type is the one pictured here. Inside, there is a
membrane that vibrates when you hum into the instrument. That is why the kazoo is
classified as a membranophone. Drums belong to this family of instruments, too.

For many, the love of kazoo music is an acquired taste. You can play a kazoo easi-
ly, but you have to try hard if you want to appreciate the music it produces. The sound a

kazoo makes is like a mosquito buzzing in your ear on a summer night.

[Notes]
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©® Reading Comprehension Exercise ®
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1. George Szell is most likely

a. a railroad conductor.
b. a member of the Asian Youth Orchestra.
c¢. a conductor of an orchestra.

d. a consumer of music.

2. How long does the AYO practice?
a. for about three months
b. for a little less than a month
c. for a little over three months

d. all summer

3. Who can join the AYO?
a. a seventy-year-old Japanese violinist
b. a talented, eighteen-year-old Egyptian pianist
c. a very good teenage kazoo player from Bhutan
d. an outstanding Thai cellist who is nineteen years old

4. What is true of the kazoo?
a. It is very difficult to play.
b. It is in the same family of instruments as the violin.
¢. Only people who go to special kazoo schools can play them well.
d. It sounds a little bit like a mosquito.

5. Where are you likely to hear a kazoo?
a. at the United Nations
b. at Carnegie Hall
c. at Lincoln Center
d. at a picnic
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® Vocabulary Exercise @
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classified band different buzz joke acquired kazoo
instrument college shapes

There is an old American (1 ) about Carnegie Hall. Do you know it?
It’s terrible. There is also a musical (2 ) with a terrible sound. It is called
the (3 ). Kazoos come in (4 ) sizes and (5 ).
They are (6 ) as membranophones. Kazoo music is an (7 )
taste. Some people think that it sounds awful. The students at Colorado (8 ),
however, seem to like it. They have a kazoo marching (9 ). And that’s
the (10 ).

@ Listening Comprehension Exercise @
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1. () Itis late afternoon.

2. () Bob and Betty do not have jobs.

3. ( ) If Betty calls the girl’s mother, everything will be fine.

4. ( ) Bob thinks that the girl will appreciate the kazoo music.

5. (

) Betty thinks that the kazoo is a fine instrument,
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