Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Contents

The Quiet Boy

UEDEF>EDIE

Tribulations of a Student Nurse

11

EEFEDAR

Not Just a 9-to-5 Job
AV 15D SREFETRTEHD

16

Stolen Goods

R
=

21

A Proctologist
ERREFIE

A Demanding Orthopedics Patient
BENBOR o fcBE

26

31

Emergency Ward
BUGTRIT Y

36

Accidental Shooting of a Child
ROTENAF

Thrown from a Window

BhoRIFEESNILh

51

A Doctor’s Depression
HdRIT—DEE

An Alzheimer’s Patient

56

TZIVYINAR—IR

60

Brain Damage
BIBIEDBEM - 22 F—BRUODIEFE

65

Drug Abuser
A RES

Urology

70

IBPREREY

A Paralyzed Cancer Patient

75

BRE



Chapter 1

The Quiet Boy

DEPINZL CLZEBRE(E?

“No wonder he looks so lonely; his mom and dad can
only visit him once every two weeks,” the nurse comment-
ed.

“Why?” she was asked.

5 “I heard they live 140 kilometres away from here.
Travelling that distance is expensive,” she replied.

This was Sunday afternoon. The ward consisted of twen-
ty-five beds where about fifty people were visiting loved
ones. They all seemed to be laughing and enjoying them-

10 selves as if they were attending a party. I felt some were star-
ing at me and whispering.

“How come he has no visitors?”

“I don’t know, he must be from out of town.”

Some visitors passed my bed, trying not to look at me.

15 One whispered, “He makes me feel guilty and uncomfort-
able.”

“Why?” said the other.

“Well, he looks very sad. I can’t help that he has no
visitors. Why doesn’t he read a book instead of staring at the

20 ceiling?”

The other said, “Oh, he is picking up a book now. He
must have heard you. Look, he’s wiping tears from his
eyes. At least he can cry, that helps to relieve the tension.”

I looked at my watch—another hour to go before the

25 busy Sunday visiting hours were over. It amazed me that
nobody made the effort of saying hello or giving me an
encouraging smile. Everyone was so involved in their own
little worlds. Did they not know what it was like to have no
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visitors? No sir, this was not part of their thoughts.

You are just feeling sorry for yourself, that'’s all. You
have to toughen up. You have never been away from home;
don't be like a crybaby! Now try to read, so people will stop

5 staring at you. What, more visitors? Why does it make you
depressed to see all these happy faces? You have to learn to
cope, even at nineteen years of age, or else you wither
away, | thought to myself.

Well, there was my doctor.

10 “Gerald, you are scheduled for another skin graft surgery
at eight o’clock tomorrow morning, so you will be fasting
at midnight.”

“Thank you, Doctor.”

Another one! How many more would follow? Well, at

15 least he didn’t have to chase away any of my visitors.

I was finally able to tune out the conversations around me.
One nurse walked in and closed the curtain around my
bed. “Gerald, I am going to shave your leg and hip. You are
booked for an operation at eight a.m. tomorrow.”

20 “Yes, I know. The doctor was in just a few minutes ago.”
I said to her.

“Oh, was he?” she paused. “I thought, since you have no
visitors, it was a good time to do your skin prep.” By the
time she had completed this, the visitors had all left.

25 This special orthopedic clinic was very famous for their
knowledge; that was why I had been sent here. There was
also a rehab centre and a school for physically handicapped
patients. I was a patient there for a year and a half and
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underwent seventeen operations. Another thing I had to
endure was the strict Roman Catholicism of this institution
when I was one of the very few non-Catholics there! I was
not accepted, but totally ignored.

The nurses joked and laughed with other patients, but
when they came to my bedside, it seemed as though they
had lost their tongues. My ordeal lasted for six months,
many nights during which I cried myself to sleep. God
began to have pity on me, however, and made the staff
aware of their poor treatment of me. The head nurse (a nun)
became very kind. She stated, “We have more respect for a
person with principles than for a person who is ignorant
about it.” They finally accepted me. Patients and staff were
now interested in what I had to say. What a change—1I
couldn’t get over it!

Once a month they had some kind of entertainment in the
recreation hall—for instance, a choir would perform clas-
sical or folk music, or the Air Force band would visit, or we
would watch a play. Most patients were there for a year or
longer and looked forward to some kind of activity.

When I finally left the clinic, I had a hard time saying
goodbye to all my friends, which seems difficult to believe
given my initial experiences there. Ten days later, my parents,
brothers and sisters and I emigrated to Canada along with
many people leaving our small European country because of
its poor economy. Wages were very low—too low to make
ends meet. The government subsidized fares for most emi-
grants to get them to their destination. This was in the
1950s, forty-seven years ago. My family members have

30 all become Canadian citizens and are proud of it!
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Chapter 1 The Quiet Boy

uZESZ@w\’élceﬁJ:ilc( YAICABEETHSRY, BEHBNEIHELEZ TRA
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Gerald was in an orthopedic clinic for a long time. His family ( )
140 kilometers away from the clinic, so he had no visitors. During his admission,
he underwent operations many times. He had to ( ) the strict Roman
Catholicism of the clinic, because he was one of the non-Catholics there. Six
months later, he was finally ( ). After he was ( ) from
the clinic, he ( ) to Canada with his family.

accept bear discharge emigrate live

B ROBIO(  INICABEEEEEENTEI S,

1. The crowd ( ) largely ( ) college students and office work-
ers.

2. Nancy is ( ) ( ) travel, so she visits a different country
every year.

3. Marie Curie is ( ) ( ) discovering radium.

4. Jack is very ( ) ( ) his daughters.

5. The flight was delayed ( ) ( ) bad weather.
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. BANZECICELETIEE, #BLlEFBHI3ToCLERo>TLE.
(got, the time, had, by, there, we, already, she, gone).

2. HORULTENEVLDY, FACIFEETE.
(me, never, it, they, tired, amazes, get, that).

3. WLEFESZENDLWVWEDICEL, B Y =ZES5A .
(them, pity, she, food, and, them, on, gave, had).

n ROBE(CINT BEAEETHSRY, BETEILE,

1. orthopedics ( ) 2. neurology ( )

3. surgery ( ) 4. ophthalmology (

5. internal medicine ( ) 6. obstetrics ( )

7. pediatrics ( ) 8. gynecology ( )
9. urology ( ) 10. psychiatry ( )
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