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Screening of documentary
“The Cove” starts in Japan

@y ! “ - S |* =5

= P photo: AP/Aflo
A police officer stands guard in front of a movie theater in Yokohama, July 3, 2010.

The Oscar-winning U.S. documentary “The Cove” about a controversial
dolphin hunt in a western Japanese town ended its opening day screening
at six theaters in Japan on Saturday, without major disruptions despite
protests that caused earlier screenings to be canceled.

With police officers patrolling around the theaters in Hachinohe,
Sendai, Tokyo, Yokohama, Kyoto and Osaka, major turmoil was not
reported so far.

InTokyo’s Shibuya Ward, Theatre Image Forum said all three screenings
for the day were full. “We are relieved that we could run the screenings
without incident,” the 108-seat theater said in a released statement.

In Yokohama City, seven people who appeared to be right-wing group
members gathered in front of Yokohama New Theatre and protested
against the showing. A 48-year-old man who claims to be a key member
of the group said, “Its content is anti-Japanese and tramples Japanese
culinary culture.”

While around 10 police officers were on watch near the theater, three
civic group members were showing a sign that read, “It’s quite all right to
show The Cove.”

The film opened at 10 a.m., drawing roughly 50 spectators. “I just
wanted to watch this film before giving a thought to the controversy over
it,” a 64-year-old woman said.

A 57-year-old man said he does not oppose dolphin hunts but came to
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Screening of documentary 'The Cove" starts in Japan [EROR=2 a6 \\\

the Yokohama theater to watch the movie “fraught with various
problems.”

Eighteen other cinemas in 16 prefectures plan to screen the film in the
days to come.

A 24-year-old graduate school student from Tsukuba, Ibaraki
Prefecture, said after watching the film in Yokohama, “It was really cruel
to see the seawater run so red with the dolphins’ blood, and I could
become aware of what I had not known. The film will provide opportunities
to consider right and wrong of dolphin hunting.”

He added, however, “I thought it focuses only on what its producers
wanted to say, while paying less attention to fishermen’s views.”

The film, which shows the traditional dolphin hunt in Taiji, Wakayama
Prefecture, was originally scheduled to be screened at 26 theaters across
Japan starting June 26.

But it has drawn criticism from some Japanese groups claiming it is
anti-Japanese. They have intimidated theaters that planned to show the
film and led three of the theaters in Tokyo and Osaka to cancel
screenings.

According to its Japanese distributor, Unplugged Inc., four of the six
theaters showing the film on Saturday were targets of street protests or
were intimidated. Of the four, two in Tokyo and Yokohama successfully
applied for a court injunction against civic groups staging protests around
the theaters.

The people of Taiji have also objected to the documentary, which was
mostly shot in the town with hidden cameras. They claim the film is
based on wrong information and infringes on individual rights because
the people were filmed without permission.

Taiji Mayor Kazutaka Sangen said Saturday he is disappointed that the
film is finally being shown.

“I understand there should be freedom of expression but at the same
time you have to think about the rights of the fishermen and the rules (for
film production),” Sangen said in a telephone interview with Kyodo
News.

An official of the Taiji fisheries union voiced concern that showing the
film could spread misunderstanding about dolphin hunts, but added that
the union hopes audiences will get an “exact understanding” of what
actually takes place in the town.

“Our union doesn’t have enough money and manpower to take action
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against the film ... we’re just living ordinary lives,” another union
member said. “It feels Taiji is being rocked by a powerful film and
powerful groups of people.”

To deal with such criticism, the distributor said it has shaded the
images of the local people and added information and expressions with
subtitles to avoid misunderstanding.

The film won the 2010 Academy Award for best documentary.

Prior to the start of screening in Japan, the Directors Guild of Japan
issued a statement Friday protesting any moves to make the theaters stop
showing the film.

“Such moves would limit opportunities to express one’s thoughts and
beliefs, which are essential elements of democracy, and as a result lead
to a loss of freedom of expression,” the statement said.

In Japan, similar pressure from right-wing groups and allegations by
some lawmakers as well as critics that the film is anti-Japanese had
caused cancellation of screenings in 2008 of the controversial documentary
film “YASUKUNI,” the film by Chinese director Li Ying.

The film depicts events and people connected to Tokyo’s Yasukuni
Shrine, which is regarded as a symbol of Japan’s past militarism by
neighboring countries since it honors the nation’s war dead and Class-A

war criminals.
(Sat, Jul 3, 2010 TOKYO | Kyodo News)
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& Basic Vocabulary Building
REBICEO>BXBEEEVCEL £,

1. the wardead [ ] a. i<
2. depict [] b. HLIT
3. spectator [] c. Bi%
4. cruel [] d. 7%
5. allegation [] e. WREHE

& Advanced Vocabulary Building
HEICEODHAXEEBRUVEL &L D,
1. intimidate [] a. BHRIZL2
2. turmoil [] b. ~Ziib7
3. infringe [] c. (HEFZ) RETL
4. trample [] d #HE¥5%
5. fraught with [ | e. Kikil

& True or False
AXDOARICE>TWVNIET (True), &> TWEIThIZFF (False) Z2F% L & 5,

1.

N

[ ] The release of the disputed film about dolphin hunting was thwarted by the
opposition from various quarters.

. [ ] Protesters against the showing of the movie claim that the film violates the

unique food culture of Japan.

Some scenes in the documentary film “The Cove” were shot by covert
camera.

The documentary film in question was nominated for the Oscar but missed
the prize.

O O

Yasukuni, which enshrines Class-A war criminals along the war dead, is
deemed as an icon of the war-time militarism by Japan’s neighboring

countries.
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Incomplete Sentences

ZRRICAZEN D% (A) (B) (C) (D) DFASREVEL &£ 5,

1. Fishermen are set against the screening of the motion picture.
(A) dread (B) death (C) dead (D) die-hard

2. The former Ozeki had allegedly paid some 3.5 million yen hush money
to a former mobster who intimidated him.
(A) in (B) from (C) on (D) to

3. The museum vividly depicts the perpetrated by the Nazis.
(A) amenity (B) anonymity (C) accountability (D) atrocity

4. In the football stadium stampede, more than 100 people were trampled
death.
(A) and (B) to (C) in (D) for

5. The then leader made a noncommittal answer about whether his visits to the
Yasukuni Shrine were in his official as a prime minister or not.
(A) captivity (B) capability (C) ability (D) capacity

English-Japanese Translation

ROFEFEEAXRFEICLEL £ D,

1. The film points out that dolphin meat has high levels of poisonous methyl mercury
but fishermen in the town claim it is not based on scientific data.

2. Quite a few school teachers are suffering from depression as they deal with chaos
caused by classroom disruptions.

3. The time-honored theater will be replaced by a high-rise building that will house

offices and a new Kabuki theater.

4. The digital 3-D sci-fi movie depicts the conflict between natives of a planet far

from Earth and humans who go there in search of natural resources.
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& English Composition
ROBABEREFEICLEL £,
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3. HBEOHMZ D CHERMmZ 7T — <2, KRN

freedom of the press & pros and cons Z{#-> T

Practical Tips
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=

Qturmoil (KRB DFE3E(F. tumult¥chaos’a & > 7 I confusion THOK T,

QP.30M 19978 spectator (& [(A NV FPTED) 8] TI, [RBOBT| &L T—HRHIFEEE
([FP.31 35778 audience TIH', AT [(BRBXDEDD) BF] EWODLY [(BREEBICE:
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EVDBKICBY E T, The lake has run dry. CADF LD >712) DEKDITHENOFE T,
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