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nest for first time

Crested ibis chick in wild leaves
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A crested ibis chick and one of its parents are seen in Sado, on April 22.

Scientists released video clips on May 25 of a crested ibis chick in
the wild making its first flight from its nest, the first confirmation
of such an event in Japan in 38 years.

The video, released by the Environment Ministry, shows the chick
flying from the nest to a branch 40 centimeters away and returning
30 minutes later, a repeat of its maiden voyage earlier in the day.

Whether the crested ibis chicks will be able to survive in the wild
depends on efforts to sustain their feeding grounds here and their
ability to avoid predators, such as northern goshawks and martens,
experts say.

The venturous chick is one of three confirmed hatched late last
month. They were born to a 3-year-old male and 2-year-old female
released into the wild through controlled breeding on the island.
The parents are offspring of crested ibises presented to Japan by
China after the last natural Japanese native died in 2003.

The crested ibis is designated as a national natural treasure.

The remaining two chicks are also close to leaving the nest within
several days, as they were seen flapping their wings and jumping
around in their nest, wildlife rangers said.

The young birds will be with their parents for several more
months to receive food even after they have left the nest.

In China, statistics show that half of crested ibis chicks die within
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Crested ibis chick in wild leaves nest for first time

a year of leaving the nest, according to ministry officials. This is
because many of them are not adept at catching food and are born
with weakened immune systems.

The key to the ibis chicks’ survival on the island will be if the
birds can find feeding grounds, including biotopes built specifically
for them on idle rice paddies by environmental groups and farmers.
However, many such sites are between mountains and do not
necessarily overlap with the birds’ natural habitats.

Experts say volunteers will be needed to sustain the feeding
grounds as many of the local farmers are too old to undertake the
arduous task of keeping the sites filled with water.

Another key will be whether the birds will be able to escape
attacks from predators.

“The birds should act in a group, not separately from each other,”
said Hisashi Nagata, associate professor of ornithology at Niigata
University.

Experts initially feared the mating pair did not have the ability
to secure food for the chicks. There have been only a few cases in
which even a pair living under controlled breeding could successfully
raise three chicks.

Ibis chicks require a lot of food in the 17 to 25 days after they are
born, up to twice what a normal adult bird needs.

The Sado Island pair managed largely because their nest sits
close to several biotopes and fallow rice fields with plenty of loaches
and other food sources, according to the rangers.

The rangers also said no martens approached the birds.

“It must have been hard for a marten to see the nest as it was
masked by the foliage of the cedar tree,” said Kei Osada, the
ministry’s chief ranger at the wild protection center on the island.

Osada also said it would have been difficult for a marten to reach
the nest because the tree’s branches were trimmed.

(Sat, May 26,2012 NIIGATA | By Tomomi Kawasaki—The Asahi Shimbum)
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€ Basic Vocabulary Building
HEICESHFEZRUELL S,

1. immune system [ | a. HF& %

2. offspring [] b. AEi

3. trim [] c. T

4. habitat [] d. A yiits

5. venturous [] e. WEIATA
€ Advanced Vocabulary Building

FEEICESBAEEBEUF L& S,

1. foliage [] a. WaEH

2. arduous [] b. #umElL 7

3. predator [] c. [BEAMIZ] %

4. adept [] d. RBEY

5. ornithology [] e. W¥EZ

€ Trve or False
AYORBICE>TONET (True), B>TLWEIFNEF (False) £OFFEL & 5.

1. [ ] The video footage showed a crested ibis chick which successfully flew
from its nest for the first time in almost four decades.

2. [ ] Crested ibises in the wild in Japan decreased dramatically in number
and became extinct in 2003.

The most important thing for crested ibises to survive is keeping them
in cages in order to prevent them from falling prey to natural predators.

According to the article, crested ibises are designated as a world
heritage.

Ibis babies eat double that of adult birds.

Background of the News

[kRE] CIF&ENZBREOETNSED M5, ERBHE [SyK=7 - Zvily] T, TR
FCTIRIELEBZBMTRZ I ENTER, BRZRRITDETUR. UDNULZDELVWVHZEE>EELEY, BE
BERICKZED RT3 DPNTILORSEST, ERMEHE. 195245, BIHERIRAZIMICIEELT
REZFGIFFEURD, 70FRICAD EEERNOEEIFIEEEDH RN, 81EICHED MFIESTICET
HA. 2003 FCRED—N [F] HTELKRY, BEREFNOMFEFEHRLTCLEVE U, ZDE, o
ENS5PEZEVZF, BOCEDEICKH DSHEZRE. ATHICEBL, eF=EvL, BARICIESL
THHEMBETREVNSTOLRREFDHBERADI E, EEEREPKEDER, UMKOBEEWVNSEZLD
ALDHHER 36 ENDERADIERN, DWICEEE > IEVWSEITREZ1—A T,
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€ Incomplete Sentences

ZEFRICAZEZBD%Z (A) (B) (C) (D) DFHASRETELLS,

1. Since 1999, the Environment Ministry has had a program to breed the
crested ibis in , using a pair of birds presented by China.
(A) casualty (B) capability (C) capacity (D) captivity

2. Ibises have been released into the wild after having been trained to
themselves.
(A) facilitate (B) furnish (C) feed (D) found

3. Pairs of released ibises incubated eggs in 2010 and 2011 but no chicks were

(A) born (B) hatched (C) laid (D) delivered

4. Steve Jobs was born in 1955 two university students, who were
both unmarried at the time.
(A) to (B) from (C) within (D) toward

5. The panel the difficult task of selecting one athlete who merited
this year’s player-of-the-year award.
(A) underwent (B) underachieved
(C) underlined (D) undertook

€ English-Japanese Translation
ROEEZHAFEICLEFL &S,
1. In the speech before the run-off, the silver-tongued candidate described
himself as a loach and stressed his down-to-earth approach in politics.

2. In the United States, those who are designated as a “Sexually Violent
Predator” must go through numerous mental evaluations prior to being
released back into communities.

3. The Nadeshiko Japan underwent an arduous training regime so as to be fit
for the World Cup.
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4. The gap between the rich and the poor is one of the unfortunate offspring of
the country’s democratization.

What lesson have we learned from the crested ibis project?

P ralCithtc.al SR TIPS,

SODEHD bF(Ecrested ibis. crestld [ MIFAH] T, ibisld [DD/ ~KUJ ERENDT—
2E5HBDELEDTIN, ID/ MUFBBERETstorkELWWET, DD/ MUDDOHS (BFR : 77
By RAR) ] l&cradle of storks TF.

O LrFDREPADERIERK, ZOBRE (clip) T LEFETERESNFHULE. clipF#5ETIE MEE
HTHD] T, [GRE - HEED) tIDRE] HS [(BAD) BIE, (BAD) #HiF BEICFER, K
NRZICEZtrimERB&EECTI. [FBLME] ZFI B clipDfth, footage BRKBICUET,

O KX 2E&% B Mmaiden voyageld L fiiEl. maidenFFEBE DL EE LB UEZSET, an
unmarried girl or young women / a virgin EVWSEKTY, voyageld [(REORITHEFEMR
TOD) ZREDIR] BDT, TOELEATIEOWIROBRENSTINR. FENERLIK, $H198 [4
159w oS, REhS—tte] DiEE (p.112~) Z8ElCLTZE L,

OARXAEZBDoffspring (&, £EHICEH-EBHIRNT [FFR] TI (an offspringZIFLELEA).
[F#] (CIEfthIC posterity *>descendant R EDSEH BN FT . [454A] [Fancestor, progenitor,
forefather X & T g, offspring@ £S5 0 E DD REK (K [# R (=outcome)] T, English-
Japanese Translation 4BBOXEY N TI K !

O KX 5EE B Dnational natural treasureld, [BOXARE W] [KASZLIYW] [CEnatural
monument&EWVWSEHHN XTI,

ORI 9IESEBMhabitat (& [(EHEMD) £2H]. habitant/inhabitanth' [BEE] TY. &5k
habit CTlzB< (ZDBEF [FE] EWDSRBETIN), inhabitT [FH] ZRULET,
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