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国際関係

This map shows one aspect of the world in the 1960s. What does the 
darker part indicate? What does the lighter part indicate?

CD2-5

TALK IN PAIRS

Listen to the conversation about giving a helping hand to other countries 
and answer the questions below.

LISTENING

 Questions

1. What is the North South devide?
2. What happened when the big earthquake hit Japan in March, 2011?
3. What does noblesse oblige mean?

Work in groups to discuss the statements and questions below.

1. We should help other countries, even though we also have very poor 
people in Japan.

2. We should help countries like North Korea, even though they abducted 
Japanese people in the past.

3. Can you think of some ways Japan can help other countries? Should we 
give them money or give them a loan? Do money and goods actually 
reach the people who need them?

DISCUSSION

□ a humanitarian point of view　　□ noblesse oblige　　□ the less fortunate



Topic 1

1. What are the three major missions of foreign aid in Japan?
2. What kind of role does the United Nations (UN) have?
3. What are the two diffi culties the UN faces?
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Reading guide questionsREADING 

Foreign aid: Why should we have to help other countries?
援助はなぜするのでしょうか？

After the war in Afghanistan, the 
Japanese government announced it 
would contribute about $3 billion to 
Afghanistan. Although some people 
might feel this money should be used 
to support our pension system, foreign 
aid is also important. Japan is one of 
the world’s economic superpowers, 
and foreign aid is one way that Japan can contribute to the world. 

Japan could not enjoy economic success without natural resources and food 
imports from other countries. For example, 99% of our oil is imported from 
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and Iran, while 95% of our natural gas 
is from Indonesia and Malaysia. Our food self-suffi ciency rate is also only about 
40%, with 60% of cacao imports coming from Ghana, 50% of chicken from 
Thailand, and 50% of shrimp from Vietnam, Indonesia and Thailand. If these 
countries became politically or economically unstable, our lives would also be 
affected.

Japan also has an obligation to the world. After losing WWII, we received 
large amounts of money and goods through the Official Development 
Assistance (ODA), and this helped our economy recover. The Tokaido Bullet 
Train, Tomei Expressways, and the Kurobe Power Plant were all made possible 
with money borrowed from the World Bank, showing that Japan’s current 
economic success is a direct result of assistance from other countries.
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The United Nations: How can they stop brutal massacres?
国連：残忍な虐殺は止められるか？

Mediators and peacemakers are needed in the world. The UN Security 
Council has played this role in areas with repeated inhumane massacres 
in Sierra Leone, Liberia, Rwanda, and other countries. Though military 
intervention is difficult, the contribution of the UN Security Council has 
protected millions of people from war and other problems, such as starvation 
and diseases. 

However, the UN does have some 
difficulty in taking action quickly. 
One reason is that the US, the UK, 
France, Russia and China, which are 
the permanent member countries 
of the Security Council (SC), have 
the power to veto, or say “no” to 
any decisions the UN wants to take. 

Therefore it is difficult for the UN to take quick, decisive actions, and this 
can have negative effects. One example of this was in 1999, when Serbia was 
bombed by the North Atlantic Treaty Organization because the UNSC could not 
take action due to a Russian veto. 

Another diffi culty is keeping political neutrality when the UN’s Peacekeeping 
Forces are given the power to take military action. In Somalia, while on a 
mission to monitor a cease-fire, take humanitarian actions, and secure food 
and goods supplies, the SC created US-led multinational forces, yet about 150 
people in these forces became targets of confl icting groups and were killed. 

Peacekeeping Operations (PKO) missions have expanded from providing 
humanitarian assistance to taking military and punitive actions, making it 
diffi cult for all member countries to reach an agreement.

□ pension □ natural resource □ self-suffi ciency □ obligation
□ ODA □ World Bank □ mediator □ peacemaker
□ inhumane massacres □ Security Council □ starvation
□ permanent member country □ veto □ neutrality
□ cease-fi re □ secure □ confl icting group □ PKO mission
□ punitive action

VOCABULARY
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AAA  Look at the tables and figures and fill in the blanks. For Tables 1 and 2, guess the 
number or words by talking to your group.

Table 1  World’s GDP ranking

Rank Country Unit: $1billion

1 US 15,094.03
2 China 7,298.15
3 Japan 5,869.47
4 Germany 3,577.03
5 France 2,776.32
6 Brazil 2,492.91
7 UK 2,417.57
8 Italy 2,198.73
9 Russia 1,850.40
10 Canada 1,736.87

Table 2  World’s GNI ranking

Rank Country
GNI per capita

[2010]
($)

GNI per capita
[2010]

(¥)

1 Luxembourg 61,790 4,943,200
2 Norway 56,830 4,546,400
3 Singapore 55,790 4,463,200
4 Switzerland 50,170 4,013,600
5 US 47,360 3,788,800
6 Netherlands 41,900 3,352,000
7 Denmark 40,230 3,218,400
8 Austria 39,790 3,183,200
9 Sweden 39,730 3,178,400
10 Canada 38,310 3,064,800
11 Belgium 38,260 3,060,800
12 Germany 37,950 3,036,000
13 Finland 37,290 2,983,200
14 UK 36,410 2,912,800
15 Japan 34,640 2,771,200
151 Ethiopia 1,040 83,200
163 Liberia 340 27,200
164 Congo 320 25,600

READING DATA 

Table 1 shows the world’s GDP
r a n k i n g s .  G D P  s t a n d s  f o r
1) . We need 
to look at a country’s GDP when we 
want to see how much economic 
power it has.

Japan is ranked 2) ,
and its GDP is 3) .

Table 2 shows the world’s GNI 
r a n k i n g .  G N I  s t a n d s  f o r 
4)  and it shows 
how much an average citizen earns 
per year.

Japan is ranked 5) ,
and an average person in Japan earns
6)  
yen per year. 

Japan’s income per person is quite
high, compared to that in some countries 
such as in Africa.

It is about 7)

times what an average Ethiopian 
earns, for example. This means that an 
average Ethiopian lives on less than
8) yen per 
day, and a person in the Democratic 
Republ ic  of  the  Congo l ives  on 
9) yen per 
day. 

Source: IMF — World Economic Outlook Databases 2012

Source: WHO, World Health Statistics 2012
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Figure 1  Shares of ODA by DAC countries

ODA 
Among the countries in the 

D e v e l o p m e n t  A s s i s t a n c e 
C o m m i t t e e  ( D A C ) ,  t h e  U S 
pays quite a lot,  making up  
1)  of the 
total amount of contributions.

Japan is the 2)  
largest contributor, and pays 
3) which amounts 
to about less than 4)  
of the total.

Figure 2  Fields of contributions by the US and Japan 

While the US mainly pays for  
5)  , Japan 
contributes money mainly to 
6) .

Another big difference between 
the two countries is that the US 
emergency aid makes up about 
7)  of 
the total amount, while that of 
Japan makes up only about 
8) .
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Figure 3  Breakdown of Japan’s ODA (2008)

Japan’s ODA Breakdown
These three pie charts indicate several characteristics of Japan’s ODA. 

The fi rst one is that Japan is closely related to countries in 1) ,
especially for 2) and 3) , partly because 
Japan’s ODA began as compensation for WWII. Another reason is that they 
are important for Japan as a market as well as countries that produce natural 
resources Japan can import.

Another characteristic is that Japan’s government loans are mostly 
provided to countries in 4) that have economies strong 
enough to pay back their loans. This amount is about 5) , 
which makes up almost 6) of the total amount of loans. 

Grant aid is offered largely to countries in 7) . The Middle 
East makes up almost 8) % of free financial aid, and Africa 
makes up almost 9) %.  Some countries, especially in Africa, 
get a special status as Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC), which 
allows them to cancel their debts.
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BBB  International cooperation in various fields

Naturally, from a humanitarian point of view, we should offer help to 
poorer countries. However, the world is more difficult and complicated 
than that. Each country has its own interests to consider, such as increasing 
its economic, political and military power, and sometimes even expanding 
their territories. When those interests go against the interests of another 
country, this can cause confl icts. Cooperating with many other countries or 
with organizations such as the UN can prevent these confl icts. Furthermore, 
it can also help with political strategy and diplomatic negotiations. The 
more we cooperate with different countries, the better our chances are to be 
helped by those countries in the future.

Question

Do you agree or disagree with the conclusion above? Discuss your opinion 
in your group and write down your reasons.

Agree Disagree

Study skillsStudy skills リサーチスキル ⑵：情報記録法

調べた情報は読みっぱなしにするのではなく、エッセイやプレゼンで活用するために、
次のような方法で書き留める必要があります。

● 重要箇所に線を引き、欄外にポイントを自分の言葉でメモする。
● 紙やノートにポイントと出典箇所をまとめる。
● 1枚のカードに1つのポイントと出典箇所を書き、似た項目ごとにカードを整理
する。

特に最後の方法は、新しい発想を思いついたり、書く内容や話す内容の構成・順序を決
める上でも役に立ちます。
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WRITING AND SPEAKING

1. Read the passage and complete the table below.

For Japan and other Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), 
China has become a threat in the East China Sea and the Japan Sea, and this 
can be seen by their reaction over the Senkaku Islands. Chinese warships 
appeared in the East China Sea, and they criticized Japan over their 
possession of the Senkaku Islands many times. It is obvious that China is 
trying to expand their influence over the sea. How can Japan maintain a 
good relationship with China? Recently, China has also increased its military 
expenditures to include both strategic nuclear weapons and conventional 
weapons. Mr. Richard Bush of the Brookings Institute said that China’s main 
concern is the independence of Taiwan. We can also guess that another one 
of China’s interest lies in the natural resources of the sea.

Topic Details

China’s recent moves

China’s concerns

Japan’s concerns

Possible action for solutions

② Work in groups to discuss ways to improve Japan’s relationship with 
China. Write down your ideas below.




