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[ Basic Vocabulary Building
WREICEIBXFBEEVEL £ 5o

1. concrete [] a 4

2. ministry [] b. #HMod

3. accustomed | | c.

4. specialized [ ] d. BARR7Z

5. reform [] e. N7z
B Advanced Vocabulary Building

HEICEIAXFEELEVEL LD,

1. full-fledged [] a. M4

2. obligatory [] b. A¥

3. boost [] c. Ak 7%

4. considerably [] d. Hhmz£2

5. human resources [ | e. WHD

B Pronunciation Training
77> MDHBIBEICOZDIT. BFIEFELTSHAEBFICHULTHRATHEL £,

1. current 2. elementary 3. verbal 4 . recommendation 5. emphasis
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Let’s Read

Required English from third grade eyed

The education ministry is considering moving up the starting year of
obligatory English-language education in elementary schools to the third
grade from the current fifth grade by around 2020, government officials
said Wednesday.

The move would force the government to considerably boost the
number and quality of English teachers and native-language assistant
teachers at more than 22,000 six-year elementary schools with 7.1
million children across the country.

During his daily press briefing, Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide
Suga said children should be given more English lessons and at an earlier
age in elementary school.

“ (The government) will consider concrete (education reforms),
including moving up the starting year from the current fifth,” Suga said.

The education ministry came up with the idea in response to a
government education panel’s call for developing human resources
needed in this age of globalization. The idea was included in the panel’s
policy recommendation report published in May.

Under the current system, a 45-minute English lesson is held once a
week for fifth- and sixth-graders in elementary school.

Currently the emphasis is on getting children accustomed to the
English language through simple verbal communication, such as singing
songs and playing games, rather than teaching grammar and reading and
writing skills.

The education ministry is now considering upgrading the lessons for
fifth- and sixth-graders to full-fledged language classes, including
written English, a ministry official told The Japan Times, noting these
classes might take place three times a week.

Right now, about 10,000 native speakers are working as assistant
language teachers (ALTs) at elementary, junior high and high schools
across the country.

If the reform plan is formally adopted by the central education panel
under the government, the education ministry would probably boost the
number of ALTs, the official said.

Some experts, however, expressed concern over the government plan.

Goro Tajiri, a professor at Kansai University in Osaka, said teachers in

elementary schools are in no way prepared for such a program.
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“I don’t think (the plan) is a good idea. (Schools) are not ready at
all,” said Tajiri, a noted expert on English education who often observes
English lessons in elementary schools.

Tajiri said most teachers handling English lessons in elementary
schools have not had specialized language-teaching training, and some
end up teaching incorrect pronunciation and grammar.

With just seven years until 2020, there wouldn’t be enough time to
retrain them or develop good English-teaching materials for them to use,
Tajiri warned.

He said that to develop human resources that can help Japan in the age
of globalization, what really counts and needs reforming is English
education in high schools and universities, as elementary school teachers,

after all, can only teach simple conversational phrases.
[Oct 23,2013 | Japan Times]
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‘Comprehension Check

B True or False
ENEHEHAREICL, Z2—XOABICE-STVIIET (True). BE->TWHIEF (False)
ICO%EDITEL &£ D,

1. English education at present starts from fourth grade.
(T/F)

2. The schools are ready for teaching English earlier than the present system.
(T F)

3. Once the program is implemented, the government will need more Assistant
Language Teachers.

(T F)

B Multiple Choice
WIHED%E (A) (B) (C) (D) LWRBVPEL &5,

1. What’s the word that we can’t use to replace “obligatory” ?
(A) compulsory  (B) mandatory  (C) required (D) voluntary

2. One of the for the program stresses that reforming English
education in high schools and universities is needed much more than in
elementary level.

(A) supporters (B) opponents
(C) advocates (D) proponents

3. The idea of earlier English education is to deal with the age of .
(A) globalization (B) militarization
(C) innovation (D) feudalization

QSRR O 3eqEIE X 44 13 Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology & T A
Y TY, Sl = 2 — A5 Tld the education ministry & $H 5 & 912, Hik= 2 — A TIIfEZ
BN B EHED AR ENLTFTEIHEDVL VT, b 2% AICKEI minister T3 o

QW IC & 72 A ¥ §E I required, obligatory, compulsory @ (% 2°. mandatory s & b & 1) ¥ 9,
Multiple Choicel FO K&z v FTT & |

QL L @ Required English from third grade eyed [/N# 3455 OREFEHE | 2oV TEAFEHE
D [ =2 — ARG E R TSRS v,
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Grammar Build-up
B Incomplete Sentence
B EHEND%E (A) B) (C) (D) LWEHEY, MEEELWEXEZERSEEL LD,

1. The couple are considering to a rural area from urban.
(A) move  (B) moving (C) tomoving (D) tomove

2. The President made an apology the public outcry.
(A) for the sake of ~ (B) in order to
(C) inresponse to (D) 1in spite of

3. Annie has a good idea to solve the problem.
(A) given rise to (B) come up with

(C) got along with (D) made up of

B Rearrange in the Correct Order

IEEEENEZ T, BEROBEIEXICLTLEZY, (RIDXFRAXFICEEL TS
2EW,) £, ThEHAFFICLEL £,

1. examples . some  me . give  concrete  please

R

2. makeup  up . ended . examinations  taking 1
P

R

3. accustomed . game . using  he . consoles  to  is
P

R

B English-Japanese translation
ROEXDENFEZ OTHEHA, BERBICLEL £,

1. Japan finally decided to participate in the full-fledged negotiation on TPP.

2. More than 80% of domestic violence victims surveyed say that they in no way
regret their choices to leave their homes.

3. The human resources department has received more applications for voluntary
retirement than expected.




Further Study

B} Make sentences using the following words

TOEBEED, —21—AEXXOPFTHEHNTVWRRALEEKREFETHANTEEZ, Z0OH
EFALE8T—RUEDFAISFIE T XEEUEL & D,

AR 7] B Z DO EFE R Bk

1. emphasis

2. accustomed to

3. verbal

@ B Speak up about the News
DUTOofEEEE. ZTREEHEL L,

Jijio: I received the ( ) of my previous TOEIC exam. It’s lower than I
( ). I feel a bit sad.

Newcy: Oh, I'm sorry to hear that but if you ( ) taking exams, I think it will
be improved.

Jijio: I hope so. Would you like to ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ?

Newcy: Hmm, maybe someday. Wait. I heard about news that the government is
planning to ( ) English education. It is going to start from 3rd grade
from the ( ) 5th grade. What do you think?

Jijio: I envy them. Earlier is better especially ( ) ( ) ( )
( ) listening comprehension skill. It will help ( ) them
globally competitive in the future.

Newcy: Well, maybe so. However, I think we shouldn’t forget our ( )
( ), because it is part of our ( ).

B Voice your Opinion

What is your definition of “globalization”?
What do you think is the most important in order to raise global-minded people?
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