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English as an International Language

EPREEE LT DR
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Quite a while has passed since English has been recognized

as an international language. France was once very critical

of this trend and attempted to maintain French influence by

investing a large amount of money promoting French culture

to the world. However, even France couldn’t resist the trend  resist ~ICiEHi 3 5

of the times. French people aiming for success in the business

world are working hard on acquiring English as

an international business language. The French

people I came across in the United Kingdom

didn’t hesitate to mention the need of learning

English: for instance, “I’m a salesperson. In

order to promote sales, I have to explain the

products in English, so I’ve put a lot of effort
into acquiring English;” and “I’m an engineer. If I can speak
English well, I'll be highly paid. So I’m taking an intensive
English course here.”

Needless to say, it is truer of other European nationalities  other European
nationalities

that are in a less advantageous position than French people. “I'm :
D3I —0O0v/XDOA%

Spanish. Spain has a lot of beaches and discos. Spanish people
in general focus on immediate pleasure, and don’t worry about  immediate E%®
tomorrow. They act on impulse, but I personally like to make  act on impulse
plans. In the future I’'m hoping to import vegetables and fruit LSS
from African countries, and export them to European countries.
In order to achieve this aim, English is essential. So I’ve kept  essential #&®
learning English.”

Another Spanish person mentioned another reason why
some people learn English. “Recently the unemployment rate  unemployment rate

has become higher, giving people no other choice but to work P




hard. My friends and I are exploring ways to find employment explore ~% %73
by learning English as an international language. Some Spanish
people go to former colonized countries in Central and South  former colonized
America to work because they can communicate in Spanish. e
However, we consider the past history of exploitation there and  exploitation #H
don’t want to go to Central and South America.”
Also, an Italian stated, “Italians are often said to be lazy,
but it was true only in the past.” Italians who want to achieve
success in the business world learn English and conduct
transactions with various nationalities in English. transactions B3|
Whether people like it or not, English as an international
language will play a more and more important role in the
business world from now on. This view is shared by the view B
majority of Europeans. It would be wise for not only Europeans
but also Japanese people to adjust themselves to the trend of  adjust themselves to
the times. (406 words) ~BTS

Reading Comprehension

Questions are based on the content of the text. Choose the best answer.

1. What did French politicians once spend much money on?
® They spent it on the development of technology in France.
They spent it on foreign language education in France.
© They spent it on promoting French culture abroad.

© They spent it on the understanding of foreign cultures.

2. What is a true statement of the French business people?
® They are so proud of their own language that they don’t try to learn English.
They still insist that French should be an international language.
© They hire interpreters who can speak English when necessary.
(@ They have begun to learn English in order to succeed in the business world.

3. What is an accurate description of the first Spanish person?
® He focuses on immediate pleasure just like other Spanish people.
He likes to make plans for the future, unlike other Spanish people.
© He likes to spend his time on beaches and discos with his friends.
(D He likes to spend his time on beaches by himself.



4. What is the point of the Italian statement?
® Ttalians are often criticized for being lazy, but it is not valid any longer.
Italians are often criticized for being lazy, but it is based on cultural
misunderstandings.
© People don’t recognize the fact that Italians are more diligent than other Europeans.
D People aren’t aware that Northern Italians are different from Southern Italians.

5. What can the majority of Europeans share?
® Another language will replace English in the near future.
English and French will be international languages.
© English will continue to be an international language.

(® Many nationalities will be able to speak foreign languages.

Word Variations |\ E45)

Choose the best answer as a synonym of the word(s) given in the bracket.

1. Many Europeans use English when doing business with other . (peoples)
® nationalists nationalities (© natives ®© natures

2. Spanish people in general focus on immediate . (amusement)
® pleasure present (© preparation (© progress

3. Recently however, the high rate has changed their attitude. (no jobs)
® underline unity © underdog
© unemployment

4. They have no other but to work hard. (way)
® selection decision (© choice ®© division

5. They have to do so in order to find . (jobs)
® employees employers (© employment
© empresses

BEEITIEERFEHTHIDEERICEDZVDHDTY, employment (EFR) =% 2 B2,
employ (~%Z/EfAY %). employees (£ &). employers (BRE) b —HEICEZFL &£ S5,
B (T Z DD unemployment (5:3%). unemployment rate (K%XR) A ICHEBL T ER
L&S, InsiEWThs TOEIC [CSEHT 28FETY, TOEIC A EDRBRNEKE L CEEZF
BI2RHEEEBITEET 2 EWMRNTT,

Listening

The following is a summary of the text. Fill in the blanks.

1. the fact that English is an international language.

8 |



2. Even French people to learn English as an
international language.

3. Recently the high unemployment rate in Spain

4. Spanish people who don’t want to go to former colonized countries

by learning English.

5. English is among Europeans in the future.

//
TIVANEDEIRRA B
NEAEETY RS HFOEZEH L. MFICHELUIHISZTHENET R
2HMBICESH S TAYTY, J7IVANEEDRARBOH S HARAD KD EHIZFEY
FUloo [REDTS O AAED X AR VIFEEHN T, RETII 2T —2a 2 h'K
N50EFE0ODOTIN, BEICRIAIBZINSOTRU T, EigAIM5D L TH.HE
WEITRIKRIRAZRE > TOA] [FIFHESE TELEODTHONSEO]EEELSRDLDIC
IBEEINE T ] BENOFALHING. FFIICHEENS O ORMAKIRICADH &AL
ENETEDTHRLERATESIMREMUMITEZ L. EDOZETY,
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Group Activity

Recall an incident when you wished you could speak English well, and share it
with other members in your group. Use either English or Japanese based on your
instructor’s guidelines.

TEEMN EFICETNIEVVWDIICR EBSTEBEEEZ VI —TTHEUE> THEL £ 5, TEDIBRICH
S TCEEMNEAREZARAWVWEL &£ 5,

ex.
1. Have you ever been asked for assistance by a foreign tourist on the street or a train?

2. Have you ever spoken to an international student on the campus in English?

Further Activity

Organize your ideas about the advantages of having a good command of English
when finding employment.
HENTEZHAOMBOBRDOFRICOVNT, BREXEDTHIL & S,



The Benefits of Bicultural People

20D EEBELTVWBSADFIA

2ODXLEEBBLTWB A, JO0—NIHETEDLSICHEMBOTU & 5h%

Bicultural people can have an advantage over monocultural
people in the global community. Then, how can they expand
their opportunities to display their ability?

A Mexican man living in the United States said, “I used
to work for the government in Mexico. I found a better job
and decided to immigrate to the United States. I work at a
large insurance company, and provide Hispanic clients with
insurance.” He recognized that Mexicans and other Hispanics
value personal relationships more than Anglo-Americans. He
communicated with his clients in Spanish, and treated them as
if they were friends. Then, his reputation spread by word of
mouth in the Hispanic communities. He succeeded in attracting
many clients to contracts compared with his American
colleagues. That led to a remarkable increase in the number of
clients, and he got a promotion.

A Japanese-American has adjusted her communication
styles depending on the other person; that is, whether the
person is Japanese or American. That brought her various job
opportunities. “Executives in the United States have to take
part in seminars about how to avoid sexual harassment every
year. When writing letters to American companies, I just
focus on business matters. Otherwise, they wouldn’t read the
letters. When I send the same letters to Japanese companies,
however, I start with apologetic expressions such as ‘I’m sorry
to interrupt your tight schedule.” If 1 just write about business
matters, they will regard it as impolite.” Also, when events
are held in the United States, I try not only to help plan events

but also to give advice after taking cultural differences into

10 |
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consideration. For instance, I urge Japanese companies to take
all letters and receipts with them for events so that they won’t

incur additional charges. American colleagues take the measure  incur additional
charges BiKE%
swkehd

The above people can clearly recognize what monocultural = measure 3%

for granted, and they don’t offer it as cultural advice.

people can never see. By utilizing this special skill, they can

benefit from their ability. Bilingual people have been highly be highly regarded
regarded up to now. In the future, people with bicultural bcirens
backgrounds will play a prominent role in global business. prominent Bz -7

(351 words)

Reading Comprehension

Questions are based on the content of the text. Choose the best answer.

1. Why did the Mexican man decide to live in the United States"
® He found better employment. R
He wanted to lead a luxurious life.
© He considered his children’s education.

©® He had many American friends.

2. What does the Mexican statement imply?

® Hispanics are more efficient in business than
Anglo-Americans.

Hispanics cherish human relationships more than Anglo-Americans.
© Hispanics value written contracts more than Anglo-Americans.

(@ Hispanics are more ambitious than Anglo-Americans.

3. What is an accurate description of the Japanese-American?
® She personally prefers the American style because it is more efficient.
She personally prefers the Japanese style because it is more polite.
© She can use her communication styles properly.
(@ She needs to practice written Japanese more.

4. What expressions does the Japanese-American often use in communication with
Japanese?
® Expressions for showing happiness. Expressions for showing gratitude.

© Expressions for showing regret. © Expressions for showing apologies.

5. Why can’t American colleagues give appropriate advice to Japanese companies?

® They don’t recognize that all letters and receipts are important.



They don’t think Japanese companies should prepare all letters and receipts.
© They can’t grasp what advice is culturally necessary for Japanese companies.
©® They know that each company has different policies.

Word Variations | :\G=a 051672 5)

Choose the best answer as a synonym of the word(s) given in the bracket.

1. A seminar about how to avoid harassment is held every year. (related to gender)
® sexual sentimental ~ © spiritual ~ © power

2. Atevents in the United States, charges may be requested if you don’t have
receipts. (extra)
® adequate additional ~ © assistant ~ © advanced

3. Japanese often say, “I’m sorry to interrupt your schedule.” (heavy)
® hard high ©tight ®© much
4. If you just write about business matters, it will be considered as by Japanese.
(impolite)
® rough round ©rude © loyal
5. Many people find advice from bicultural people . (useful)

® helpful handy © handful © hasty

 MIMZEICER L
MBRFBOEINTITRINT I DN —ATELLEONTVWETH, EE555HARADEIEL
R TZDFEFETIFEBEDAICEDD £ A, “sexual harassment” (ZMHEICXHT 2L PHS
). “power harassment” #EHZEALLWPHSHE) EHETIHRTEDRITFTNIEAD £
ho COREBRZAVWDERRIMICERESN.TOVE=,.TU X K Z,lE, “convenience store”.
“restructuring” £ ESRENH D FI,

Listening

The following is a summary of the text. Fill in the blanks.

1. Bicultural people are in a than monocultural
people in the global community.

2. The Mexican is treat Hispanic clients.

3. The Mexican the number of clients.

4. The Japanese-American can

depending on the situation.

5. Bicultural people are expected to in business.
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Pair Activity
Listen to the following conversation and have pair conversation practice.
UTORKFEZENT, N—hF—2ERBZLEL £ 5,
(A: American, J: Japanese)
@ A : The other day I had an appointment to meet a Japanese friend at 2. I arrived at the
appointed place at 1:50, and she showed up 5 minutes later than me. I was surprised
to hear her say, “I’m sorry to have kept you waiting.”
J : If you were put in her place, what would you say?
: I would say, “Oh, you’re early” or “Thank you for waiting.”

J : You think that Japanese people use “I’m sorry” too much, don’t you?

Further Activity

Do you personally think that Japanese people use “I'm sorry” too much? Recall an
incident when you said, “I'm sorry,” and talk about it with your partner.

BRICEEBEANTT AR RBAIZFEVBZ L ERBVWETD, THARBAIEE S HEREZRVWEL, X
—hF—EFEULE>THEXL &S,
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