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THE GPA SYSTEM: STUDY HARD OR LEAVE

BAEDTHB ERFESEBNBI T AV HOXEE

./ WARM-UP QUESTIONS

1.

2

3.

Do you worry about your grades?
[] Yes, definitely.

L] Alittle.

[_] Not at all.

[_] Other:

Do you know your current GPA?
[ ] Yes.
[ ] No.

Do you think you need to have a high GPA?
[ ] Yes.

[ ] No.

[T don’t know.

[_] Other:
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0@ A JAPANESE VIEWPOINT Kl

You might have heard that it is relatively” easy to get admitted to® U.S. colleges but
hard to graduate, whereas the situation is quite the opposite in Japan. Yet, this stereotype”
has been modified” in recent years. The declining Japanese birthrate has resulted in many
private colleges failing to meet their admissions M@. This shortage of applicants® has

05 caused some schools to admit almost anyone. Now, many Japanese colleges have become
both easy to enter and to graduate, lowering the quality of college education here.
Therefore, we definitely” need to alter® this predicament”.

In contrast to the relative ease of admission, U.S. colleges successfully @@ their

students to study hard enough to maintain good grades until they graduate with their strict

10 application of the GPA, or the Grade Point Average system. Under this system, if a
student’s GPA drops below a certain point, usually 2.0, and stays unchanged for three
consecutive” semesters, he/she will be automatically expelled” from college.

Recently, the GPA system has been introduced at more and more Japanese colleges,
but it is not powerful enough to kick out” bad students simply because of their low GPA.

15 They can still graduate once they get a sufficient number of course credits, commonly 122.
The system is currently limited to selecting candidates for studying abroad as exchange
students, and for scholarships and tuition waivers®. It is also sometimes used to allocate
students to certain departments or courses in their 3" year. Thus the system is no way
functioning as a motivational factor for the majority of college learners to study hard

0 beyond simply gaining the minimum number of credits required for graduation.

The full application of GPA in Japanese colleges just as in U.S. colleges is one of the
few recourses” left for Japanese colleges to raise and maintain the quality of their students’
academic skills and motivation. It will create an atmosphere where students have just one
choice: study or leave. To aid this, it is also essential that Japanese companies change their

» way of evaluating job seekers and consider the GPA as most U.S. companies do in hiring
potential employees. Do you agree?

English Notes
® generally @ get accepted to ®rumor or belief @ changed ®number ® candidates

@really ®change ®@problem @ push @ continuous, straight @ kicked out
O ®@throw out @ free tuition @ choices

[\i\};apanese Noteﬂ

OLER) @~ICAFTSH ONFER @XDOc O OXERE OFAC OHd OFE OFE
O utr o@FELLr @RFTESND BRIESED GFEENEE OBR

UNIT 1 @7
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0@ AN AMERICAN VIEWPOINT k1

05

20

I've always been frustrated” by Japanese students telling me that American universities
are easier to enter and difficult to graduate from. It simply isn’t true. Yes, they are difficult
to graduate from, in the sense that you actually® have to do some work. But, try entering a
four year university. The application process alone is more difficult than most Japanese
entrance exams in my view.

I believe you are correct that Japanese universities have become easier to enter than
before and are as easy ever to graduate from. The declining population is having a
dramatic impact on smaller private universities, of which there are far too many to begin
with. Those schools have created a downward spiral®, with entry getting easier and easier.

Education has suffered as a result.

The introduction of the GPA system to some schools in Japan is welcome news. But, |
believe it is simply a surface-level change. It will do little good until universities
themselves are reformed in a way that makes the focus education and less about simply
getting a job. To make the GPA system work, all universities in Japan must adopt it and all
universities must hold students accountable® for their grades. That means, as you have

suggested, removing those students who fall below 2.0 for more than two consecutive
semesters. Currently, there is little effect if students fail their courses. If there exists a
threat of possible expulsion® from the university, students are more likely to take their
coursework seriously. And this is good news for a system which for too long has produced
mediocrity”.

An additional advantage of the GPA system is that it helps differentiate” students for
the purposes of scholarships and awards. The better students simply stand out® better than
those who are average. While [ worry a bit about whether the GPA system will have the
desired effect, I think it is a good start to improving Japan’s university education system.

English Notes
@irritated @really @ arace to the bottom ® make students take responsibility

(ONG) being kicked out ®low quality @ distinguish ® become noticeable

\ | Japanese Notes |
D@ﬁﬁjfc @FFC @BD @OFf(CHEAZEDLED ORF ONA OXFldd ®HID
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0@ (:’ READING COMPREHENSION: True or False

Please decide whether each statement is true or false.

TF
1. The GPA system has spread widely among Japanese private universities. L]
2. Both authors agree the GPA system is effective to make students study harder. L]
3. Some Japanese universities make bad students leave for their bad grades. L]
4. The American author says there are too many private universities in Japan. L]
5. Both authors stress the need for universities to change themselves. L]

‘:) LISTENING COMPREHENSION: Multiple-Choice

Please listen to the question and choose the correct answer.

(D1-05
i’ ©@
[] a. The application processes.
[] b. The declining population.

[ ] €. The economic situation.

[ ] a. Students’ employment rate.
[] b. Students’ academic skills.
[ ] €. Students’ physical states.

(D1-07
o ©
[] a. To select scholarship recipients.
[] b. To get their students a good job.
[] ¢. To make bad students leave.

w1 (5)——
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£ (@ LISTENING PERCEPTION: Word Choice

Please listen and choose the word or words you hear in each blank.

I believe you are correct about Japanese universities being @ easy / easier to enter than
before, and being as @ easy / easier to graduate from as ever. And the introduction of
the GPA is ® a / the / ¢ welcome news. But, it may be only @ a / the / ¢ change on
the surface. Unless more is done to return the focus of universities ® through / to
education and away from simply getting a job this may have ® a little / little impact.
But, I think the GPA system is a good start to @ help / helping to improve Japan’s
university education system.

(D1-09

(o) DISCUSSION

009
[_] Do you think the GPA system is an effective way to make students take their classes
more seriously?
[_] Do you think there are too many colleges and universities in Japan?
(D1-10
41 IMODEL DIALOGUEK]

A: Do you think the GPA system is an effective way to make students take their classes
more seriously?

B: Well, it depends on the university.

>

: What do you mean?

B: Unless there is a threat of being expelled from college, many students will not really
care about their grades.

A: How about you?

B: I do care about my grades because I received a scholarship and I need to maintain a
high GPA.
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