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9 England—Cotswolds

g&ys to Understanding

So, what’s the big draw? We think it’s the
Cotswolds’ quintessential Englishness.

—MTYV England
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n\ Vocabulary Building \
Match English Words With Their Japanese Meanings.

1. sleepy 2. delightful 3. uniformity 4. conservation
5. enclose 6. medieval 7. trade 8. customary
A. it B. {5 D 7z o C.®% D. e
E. [ — E EEA 7% G. iRf7 H. 3L w
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W] Fie 017 |
El Reading | Read The Article And Answer The Questions. (© ([RAcK117)

The Cotswolds

The Cotswolds is an area of England about the size of greater Tokyo.

Popular with both the English themselves and visitors from all over the world, the
Cotswolds are well-known for gentle hillsides (‘wolds’), sleepy villages and for being so
‘typically English’.

There are famous cities such as Bath, well-known beautiful towns like Cheltenham and
hundreds of delightful villages such as Burford and Castle Combe. Above all, the local honey-
coloured limestone, used for everything from the stone floors in the houses to the tiles on the
roof, has ensured that the area has a magical uniformity of architecture.

You will see ‘Drystone walls’ everywhere in the fields. Many were built in the 18th and
19th centuries, a matter of considerable skill as there is no cement to hold the walls together.
They represent an important historical landscape and a major conservation feature — and are
of course still used by farmers to enclose sheep and cattle.

During the 13-15th centuries, the medieval period, the native Cotswold sheep were
famous throughout Europe for their heavy fleeces and high quality of wool. Cotswold wool
commanded a high price and the wealth generated by the wool trade enabled wealthy
traders to leave their mark by building fine houses and wonderful churches, known as “wool
churches”. Even today, the sight of sheep on the hillside is still one of the classic Cotswold
images.

Not all villages are well known, and today many still hold their secrets. Amongst the
treasures to be found are perhaps a hidden village off the beaten track, perhaps Painswick,
Biddestone, Winchcombe or Woodstock, or an unspoilt historic church, such as at Northleach
often called the “Cathedral of the Cotswolds” — open the church door and you will discover a
hidden world of history.

Today, the larger market towns and villages of the Cotswolds are famous for their shops,

such as Stow-on-the-Wold, Cirencester, Chipping Norton and Tetbury.

Top ten tips on how to be English when visiting the Cotswolds (excerpted)
As with all countries, the UK has its own unique culture and ‘ways of life’, which when
visiting the Cotswolds, can be seen and it is often polite to adhere to some of these ways.
1) Be aware when you visit the Cotswolds that it isn’t a museum, but is a living
environment. People still live in the beautiful old houses and cottages in the villages and
towns, and will welcome you as long as you respect their privacy.
3) Always bring an umbrella or a waterproof jacket, as there is always a chance of rain,
whatever the time of year. Traditionally if you see cows lying down in a field it means it is

going to rain!
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8) Some words and phases are different to the American style of English, and you might
hear some slang words which are typically British. Some examples are “Alright?” and “OK?”
If you are interested in learning more about the English language and way of life, there are
short / long term courses available at Cotswold International Language School.

9) Basic politeness of please, thank-you and excuse me are still expected, especially in
some of the smaller traditional Cotswold villages. In England, like Japan, it is hard to say
“please” and “thank you” too often.

10) It’s customary when you have enjoyed a good dinner in a restaurant or a gourmet pub
to leave a tip, and it’s also the custom to give a tip to a taxi driver. It isn’t usual though to

give a tip when you have just had a snack or a drink in a cafe or a pub.

for words and phrases

leave one’s mark Rif%5%7 / off the beaten track Alcfisncuwizvy/ as with ~ ~c@A#kic / adhere
to ~ ~%E5F9%/snack &R

Comprehension

Choose The Best Answers For These Questions.

1. What kind of image does the Cotswolds have?
(A) Rural English life (B) A fishing village
(C) Urban life (D)A cosmopolitan city

2. Which of the following is true about ‘Drystone walls’?
(A) They surround the whole of the Cotswolds.
(B) The individual stones are put together without cement.
(
(

C) They are used as the seawall.
D) They are used to protect the landscape.

3. What advice should visitors follow in the Cotswolds?
(A) To consider the Cotswolds a museum
(B) To step into local people’s houses
(C) To respect local people’s privacy
(D) To live there with local people

4. What should we do when seeing cows lying down in a field?

(A) Pray for rain (B) Work in the field

(C) Prepare for rain (D) Drive cows to the field
5. In what situation are we NOT expected to tip?

(A) In a restaurant (B) In a gourmet pub

(C) In a taxi (D)In a cafe

Unit 9 England—Cotswolds 43
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E] Listening Exercises | (@ (rack 1-18)

Listen To The Recording. Choose The Best Answer To Each Question.

1. When did the Cotswolds have a large trade?
(A) In ancient times (B) A thousand years ago
(C) In medieval times (D) After the Industrial Revolution

2. What are “wool churches”?
(A) Churches standing in sheep farms (B) Churches owning many sheep
(C) Churches decorated with wool (D) Churches built by the wool sales

3. What does the speaker recommend in the Cotswolds?
(A) To hide well-known villages (B) To find a secret world
(C) To research buried villages (D) To spoil historic buildings

NOTES - for Important Events and Persons |

©Bath \—Z, 127 SV REBEIICAIBET 2, 2 HIREICIEO—AOXEOH, RERHEEUTHRR T,
©honey-coloured limestone BEEOARE, A4 "IVYIAILR - b=y, BEHEFTO TN,

® Cotswold sheep TvYoA)LR-¥—F, QYT XEEMHEREDY, HRIFEET RVWESEHD, fl4 v
YVIAIR - LAY,

n‘ Questions For Discussion ‘

Share Your Opinions With Your Partner.

1. What do you think about living in a centuries-old traditional village and preserving the
heritage? Discuss with your partner.
2. As in tip #3, some know the natural weather ‘signs’. How many signs about nature do

you know? Share them with your friends.
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