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Reading passage c“@)“\ 05

How much time do you spend watching TV with your
family? Over time, American’s habits of watching TV have
changed beginning with the amount of time spent watching
TV with family. What was once considered a family pastime
has become more obsolete today due to changing technologies
and busy schedules. Americans today view watching TV as a
source of entertainment; however, there are negative effects of
this change to be analyzed as well.

Television was meant to be a source of entertainment
bringing families together beginning in the 1950’s when TV
culture became more popular. By 2000, habits of watching
TV became linked with the concept of being entertained with
shows such as “Survivor (2000- )” and “Big Brother (2000- ).”
Watching TV in the 1950’s was conducive to family time
in that the family would gather around the TV after dinner
to watch the latest program. That tradition has changed over
time as schedules have become more hectic resulting in less
interaction between family members. In fact, Dr. Gary Smalls,
in Psychology Today, explained that today more time after
dinner is spent on individual tasks rather than watching TV
with family. Some might argue that this has contributed to a
breakdown of the family social dynamic by enabling viewers
to watch the preselected show at one’s discretion rather than
as a family, thereby modifying the TV watching habits of
Americans today.

New technology has altered the methods by which a person
can view TV programs; this has had an adverse effect on
the overall cohesiveness of family life by changing the TV
watching habits of Americans. Having the autonomy to decide
when and where a person might watch a TV program enables
a person to watch shows at one’s discretion making what
was previously known as family time become an individual

past time. Advancements in technology have been pivotal in
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changing habits of watching TV; however, few realize the the dangers
associated with ~

dangers associated with that very technology on family life as IR I

a whole.
American habits of watching TV are constantly changing
and will continue to change with technology. Will family time
continue to suffer in the wake of such technology? Only time in the wake of

will tell. (364 words) ~DHITHENT
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1. [ ] Interaction between families has decreased over the course of the 21st century.

2. [ ] Having the autonomy to determine what to watch on TV has been a positive
aspect of technology advancements during the 21st century.

3. [ ] A breakdown of the family social dynamic has occurred over the course of
the past 60 years.

4. [ ] Reality television provides the masses with not only entertainment value but
educational input as well.

B AXDOARICEBS LT, TROBMWHNIT ZRLBULERERVLBEI L,

1. Which of the following does not provide an explanation as to why and how family
interaction has been greatly reduced in the 21st century?
(A) The emergence of reality TV
(B) Busier work and school schedules
(C) Improved technology
(D) Altered methods by which someone can view TV programs.

2. “Big Brother,” and “Survivor,” have all become synonymous with (choose all that
apply)
(A) the concept of autonomous entertainment
(B) emerging trends in 21st century TV
(C) educational programming
(D) reduced face-to-face interaction between family members

3. What is Dr.Gary Small’s attitude toward the change in TV culture today?
(A) He thinks that TV culture today has changed in a negative way.
(B) He feels that TV culture today has experienced little change.
(C) He feels that TV culture has changed in a positive manner.
(D) None of the above.
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) Listening QEOIY
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1. Having the ( ) to determine when and where a program might be
viewed is ( ) to the family social structure.

2. According to Psychology Today, ( ) time is spent creating a
( ) atmosphere for the family.

3. Today, ( ) people realize the dangers for family time that have become
associated with the ( ) of new technologies.

4. America’s changing habits of watching TV have become more ( )
during the 21st century as ( ) to the latter part of the 20th century.

5. ( ) ( ) has become greatly ( )

during the evening hours after dinner.

Phrasal verbs
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1. Collin was charged with habitually ( ) ( ) on his ex-wife.
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2. Considerations beyond the applicants’ qualifications often ( ) ( )
the selecting process.
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3. Gordon is so old-fashioned that he won’t ( ) ( ) with modern times.
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4. His economic theory has not ( ) ( ) enough to contain a broad view.
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5. Are you sure you ( ) ( ) with this creepy theory of how the homicide
was committed?
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Pair-work discussion
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Describe your habit of watching TV.
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“Big Brother”
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Family social dynamic
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