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1. native ~ (a) alanguage used as a means of communication among
speakers of different languages

2. billion ~ (b) expected to happen

3. majority ~ (c) of something first acquired by a person

4. estimate ~ (d) one thousand million

5. likely ~ (e) the larger number of something

6. implication =~ (f) to calculate an approximate size of something

7. lingua franca ~ (g) to connect

8. associate (h) something suggested
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English is unique. It is the only language in the world that has more
non-native speakers than native speakers. While Chinese has more than a
billion speakers, the great majority of these speakers are themselves
Chinese. In contrast, English has only about 300 million native speakers
(Americans, Australians, British, Canadians, New Zealanders and South
Africans, for example), but has more than 300 million non-native
speakers. It has been estimated that in China alone, more than 300 million
people are learning English. In India, where English is an official
language, there are over 100 million speakers.

This huge number of non-native speakers of English is the cause of a
second unusual fact about English: not only are people who speak
English more likely to be non-native than native English speakers, they
are more likely to speak to other non-native speakers of English than to
native speakers of English.

Let’s consider an example. When an Indian communicates with a
Chinese person, they are likely to choose English as the language to
communicate in. Of course, it is possible for the Indian to speak Chinese,
or for the Chinese to speak an Indian language, but it is more likely that
both will speak English. Therefore, because these people are using
English as a language of communication, they do not necessarily need to
know anything about English or American culture. They do not
necessarily need to know anything about English or American literature.
In fact, it would be more useful for them to know something about each
other’s culture or literature. If, for example, they are business people,
knowing something about each other’s culture will help them do business
with one other. It is therefore important for non-native speakers who use
English as a lingua franca to know about each other’s cultures. It is not
so important for them to know anything about cultures traditionally
associated with English.

What does this mean for people learning English in Southeast Asia
and Japan? In Southeast Asia, English is commonly used as a language of
communication among the people of the region. For example, the
Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN), which includes
countries such as Indonesia, Singapore, Malaysia, Vietnam, Thailand and
the Philippines, uses English as a common language. In this case, it
would seem more important for ASEAN members to know something
about each other’s cultures than to know about English culture.
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Chapter 1 Whose English?

@gg?é\g% What about Japan? It all depends on why people are learning English.
:;5(/\; = (\:E\ If their goal is to communicate with native speakers, then they need to

ARINETT  know something about those people’s cultures, and to remember that 4
73\0

these cultures are not all the same. If, however, people are learning
English to communicate with other non-native speakers in the region,
they are better off focusing on cultures closer to home.

1. 2 - non-native speaker [FF&5E:5E=] L 4 - in contrast [CNERBT D&

1.8 - official language 2] 1 10 - cause [FR] L 33- ASEAN [7t7y. &7 Y7#EES]
2015 F(CF 77 ViRFEHEIR. 2020 FICE7 7 VHBIFEE LT, SO mEaZEET.
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RICXDARBIAXICE>TVZDHDE T, BE>TVZHD(E FICHENZDIFRE L,

1. (T/F)  English has more non-native speakers than native speakers.

2. (T/F) Non-native speakers of English are more likely to use the language to
communicate with Americans or Britishers than with other non-native
speakers.

3. (T/F) English plays an important role in Southeast Asia.

4. (T/F) TItis often possible to use English without understanding English or American
cultures.

5. (T/F) No Asian country uses English as an official language.



Grammatically Speaking

the language to communicate in DICEFEICENK D,

to communicate in the language @ 7% 2@ %5 Z Hi 2§ & the language to communicate
in &0, BEFAIKD T KIZE) LEIPEENPATHAL ),
(1) to talk to the right person
(2) to sleep in the bed

(3) to make up for the canceled class

(4) to work with the colleagues

(5) to translate for the tourists

Sentence Building

(1) English is unique. It is the only language in the world that has more non-
native speakers than native speakers.

(2) While Chinese has more than a billion speakers, the great majority of those
speakers are themselves Chinese.

ROFREAZ(E ST RZEIIEE LN,

Discussion / Presentation
KDY TICDVWTCHEBTCE>THEK D,

1. Why are you learning English?

2. Do you think it is more likely that you will use English with: a) other non-native
speakers, or b) native speakers? Why do you think so?

3. Do you think you need to learn more about the cultures of the people you are speaking
English to than about the “English” culture?
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People from all cultures like to greet each other when they meet. No doubt, you have
been taught to say, “How are you?”, when you greet an English speaker, and to reply with
“Fine, thanks,” when someone greets you. Incidentally, in Australia, people often say
“How are you doing?” and reply with “Good, thanks.” The question is not a real question.
No one really wants to know how you are. They certainly do not want to hear about any
illnesses you might be suffering from! The greeter is just politely recognizing your
presence.

All cultures have their own customs and phrases for greeting others. Although it is not
unusual for Chinese people to greet others with “How are you?”, it is more Chinese to say,
“Have you eaten?” or “Where are you going?” The latter can irritate some people, even
though they know it is considered polite. For example, when I was a student at a university
in Shanghai, in order to take a shower, you had to go to the shower block, which was
housed in a special building. It was pretty easy to tell if someone was going to the shower
block: they would be wearing special shower slippers, carrying a large enamel bowl with a
bar of soap in it, and would have a towel draped around their necks. So when people used
to greet me as I walked to the shower block with “Where are you going?”, I often felt like
replying “Where do you think I’'m going with slippers, bowl, soap and towel? Have a
guess!”

In Indonesia, “Are you going for a wash?” is a common greeting. This used to annoy a
foreign student who was staying with an Indonesian family. Even though she liked the
family very much, and even though she spoke excellent Indonesian and knew that “Are
you going for a wash?” was a polite greeting, she still got irritated when members of the
family greeted her in this way when she was heading to the washroom with her towel.

Asking whether someone has eaten yet is a very common form of greeting in many
Asian cultures, not only among the Chinese. For example, the Burmese often ask, “Have
you eaten?” The appropriate response is to say that you have. Like “How are you?” and
“Where are you going?”, “Have you eaten?” is not a real question.

As so many people throughout Asia use a “Have you eaten?” type greeting, it would
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not be surprising if the regional variety of English adopted this as a form of greeting. So,
instead of saying “How are you?” when communicating in English with someone from the 30
region, you might say “Have you eaten?”

1.1 greet [6L\&e>92] L 3-incidentally [«Z3<) L 6 - suffer from [~zD353)
1.10 - irritate [W5L5E3] L 12 - the shower block ¥+ D—i%]

1.14 - a bar of soap a1/ L 15-draped [(&EID) »3T) L 19-annoy [WoriE3)
.23 -head mn3] L 25 Burmese £~ (S+>~%—) Al L 26 - appropriate [#Et)7a]

Comprehension Questions
RICXDODABHAXICE>TVZEDET, EE>TVB DD FICHEIZEDIFIREL,

1. (T/F) A greeting is often said in a question form, but it is not a real question.
2. (T/F)  All cultures have similar set phrases for greeting.

3. (T/F) Insome cultures, persons greet each other with “Where are you going?” even
when it is clear where the hearer is going.

4. (T/F)  The author of this passage actually said “Where do you think I'm going?”’ to
the Chinese.

5. (T/F) Some local varieties of English have adopted the region’s traditional
expressions of greeting.
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