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Since the first contest, Hebocon—a compound word consisting of
“hebo” (unskillful) and contest—have been held more than 60 times in
over 25 countries. The contests involve two robots engaged in a sumo
bout on a plywood panel measuring 50 centimeters by 100 cm. The one
driven out of the ring or knocked down is the loser. But machines that
use remote and automatic control or technologies more advanced than
predetermined standards lose points for “superiority.”

(The Asahi Shimbun, Jul. 15, 2016)
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Which of the following robots is expected to become a winner?
The one that is knocked down by its opponent

The one that is pushed out of the ring

The one that stays in the ring without falling down

The one that moves out of the ring by itself
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% Reading

Hebocon robot contests honor
ineptitude, denounce skill

SAN MATEO, California — The robot’s arm falls off for no
apparent reason. Laughter from spectators

ineptitude [Tanm
denounce #875)

s directed at the

inept robot and the person who created the malfunctioning | malfunctioning rsicn
machine e

This is the world of Hebocon, the Japan-derived competitions | Japan-derived rasno)
where winning comes secondary to the honor of being awarded | secondary =z
the special prize for building the most unskillful robot. The
basic principle of Hebocon is: “Shame on you, winner; be proud,
loser. Praise the unskillfulness of others.” And above all, make
people laugh at your incompetence.

Hebocon was originally proposed by Daiju Ishikawa, 35, an
editor for the Daily Portal Z entertainment website, operated
e provider Nifty Corp. He

by online ide

ame up with the

of Hebocon when he saw a co-worker struggling to write an | co-worker rme
) ) struggle rmmmmys)
article on handicrafts. havv:\qwan )

“Only fully finished products a

normally accessible to

consumers,” Ishikaw d. “I thought an event featuring half- | feature r~sxuiva)

finished machines or robots that do not work properly may

draw people’s attention.”

Some entrants simply walk out of the ring. Others spin | entrant s

around as pieces fly off. And some robots appear to “die”

immediately after the contest starts. The losers of bouts often | immediately after -~
- : A ona
give parts of their robots to the winners. The addition of such

can make the robo

s more attr:

ctive after every win. after every win (o
o)

ency is not always the most important factor in

ything,” Ishikawa said. “If one can laugh at his or her own

clumsines

the person will be able to enjoy life even when | clumsiness crams)

things do not go w

(The Asahi Shimbun, Jul. 16, 2016)
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Choose two statements that are true about the passage.

1. One of the basic rules of Hebocon is to not laugh at losers. + 7 | :/*Cv‘j‘o Eiﬁ;‘%q’:&j\m‘ GIE:K c

2. The special prize is given to the least skillful robot.

. Daiju Ishikawa was one of the winners of Hebocon 2014. 0) + 7 :‘/ V2 K_ E % iE L‘ Reading 0) Ij;‘lg

3
4. Winners are often given the parts that have fallen off losers’ robots.
5

. Entrants should hide their heads if their unskillfulness is laughed at. % %iﬁu _g— 3D 4) wclL r 5 R Re adlng D
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Hebocon is the robot competition for those technically ungifted. Since
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Since the first contest, Hebocon—a compound word consisting of
“hebo” (unskillful) and contest—have been held more than 60 times in
over 25 countries. The contests involve two robots engaged in a sumo
bout on a plywood panel measuring 50 centimeters by 100 cm. The one
driven out of the ring or knocked down is the loser. But machines that 5
use remote and automatic control or technologies more advanced than
predetermined standards lose points for “superiority.”

(The Asahi Shimbun, Jul. 15, 2016)
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Which of the following robots is expected to become a winner?

a. The one that is knocked down by its opponent

b. The one that is pushed out of the ring

c. The one that stays in the ring without falling down
d. The one that moves out of the ring by itself
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% Reading

Hebocon robot contests honor
ineptitude, denounce skill

inept robot and the person who created the malfunctioning
machine.

This is the world of Hebocon, the Japan-derived competitions

where winning comes secondary to the honor of being awarded
the special prize for building the most unskillful robot. The |
basic principle of Hebocon is: “Shame on you, winner; be proud,

loser. Praise the unskillfulness of others.” And above all, make

people laugh at your incompetence.

Hebocon was originally proposed by Daiju Ishikawa, 35, an
editor for the Daily Portal Z entertainment website, operated

by online service provider Nifty Corp. He came up with the idea

of Hebocon when he saw a co-worker struggling to write an

article on handicrafts.

consumers,” Ishikawa said. “I thought an event featuring half-

finished machines or robots that do not work properly may

draw people’s attention.”

Some entrants simply walk out of the ring. Others spin

around as pieces fly off. And some robots appear to “die

immediately after the contest starts. The losers of bouts often

parts can make the robots more attractive after every win.

everything,” Ishikawa said. “If one can laugh at his or her own

clumsiness, the person will be able to enjoy life even when

things do not go well.”
(The Asahi Shimbun, Jul. 15, 2016)
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SAN MATEO, California — The robot’s arm falls off for no
apparent reason. Laughter from spectators is directed at the
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¢ Comprehension

Choose two statements that are true about the passage.

1.

2.

One of the basic rules of Hebocon is to not laugh at losers.

The special prize is given to the least skillful robot.

Daiju Ishikawa was one of the winners of Hebocon 2014.

Winners are often given the parts that have fallen off losers’ robots.

Entrants should hide their heads if their unskillfulness is laughed at.

& Further Activity
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“If one crappy robot and another crappy robot fought each other what
would happen?”

Hebocon is the robot competition for those technically ungifted. Since
the first competition held in 2014 in Tokyo, Hebocon has spread over 25
countries and over 60 competitions has been hosted.

Finally, we are holding Hebocon World Championship in August 7th, 2016.
Send your entries now!!

https://www.facebook.com/Hebocon.Official/ (Jun. 13. 2016)
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