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What Non-Japanese People
Expect from Japan

1980F. EEAEE L TOBARDMBEREH > =D T H,
ZThUNCBEFRIXREZEPHNELATLE, E2HD. R
ERZESHRENPBEANORALIPEE > TVET,

m When you visit London and Paris which attract

tourists from all over the world, you will come across
various nationalities. Some people identify me as Japanese
and speak to me, “You're Japanese, right?” Others say in
Japanese, “Konnichiwa.” When I ask, “How do you know
I'm Japanese?” or “How did you learn the Japanese
language?” they give friendly replies such as “I often
watch Japanese movies. Your face looks like those
characters in the movies;” and “I like Japanese anime and
manga, and through them I picked up some Japanese
expressions.”

When I asked what impressed them about Japanese
movies and anime, they gave me distinctive responses. A
Pakistani stated, “I like samurai. They always pursue
something perfect. Japan is a small country, but achieved
great success. Its success owes a lot to this spirit.”
Indeed, the movie The Last Samurai describes samurai
with a noble spirit who continue to devote themselves to
achieving perfection. Also, a young man from Morocco
said, “I'm fond of Dragon Ball and have kept reading the
series. I'm excited about the development of the stories.”
Dragon Ball has some violent scenes and words, and
because of that, it is difficult for a wider range of people to
accept it. However, it certainly seems to capture the
hearts of young people regardless of nationality. The man
from Morocco added, “Healthy Japanese food is also

popular among people in Morocco.”
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Chapter 1 What Non-Japanese People Expect from Japan
An Egyptian mentioned Japanese technology. Egyptian =7 A

“Egypt has rich natural resources such as natural gas, but natural resources

doesn’t have the technology to make use of them. I wish IR
we could have highly developed technology like Japan.”

Some British people also discussed Japanese technology.

“Great Britain first established railway systems, and I'm railway

. BRE (£ ) AR
proud of that. However, the British haven’t been able to =

improve on the systems. Japanese railway systems are ss

now much more highly developed than the British ones.

corporate philosophy
EH

Japanese companies have a corporate philosophy, kaizen,
but British companies don’t have such a philosophy.”

Non-Japanese people have paid attention not only to
the economic aspects but also to the technological aspects 4
and popular culture. In order to live up to their
expectations, Japanese people need to transmit the transmit ~% {59 %
technological aspects and popular culture actively to non-

Japanese people in more diverse fields. diverse %%

@ Reading Comprehension
Questions are based on the content of the text. Choose the best answer.
1. What can you notice from the people appearing in the chapter?
(A) The main concern of many nationalities is Japanese economic success.
(B) The concern of many nationalities about Japan has been diversified.
(C) The interest of many nationalities is the Japanese language.
(D) The interest of many nationalities is Japanese craftsmanship.

2. What impressed the Pakistani most?
(A) The remarkable economic success. (B) The noble spirit that samurai had.
(C) The soft sound of the Japanese language. (D) The skillfulness of the Japanese.

3. How did the man from Morocco feel about the Dragon Ball series?
(A) He first felt excited about them, but later got tired of them.
(B) He liked them on the whole except for violent scenes.
(C) He was very fond of the plot of the series.
(D) He was a big fan of pictures drawn in the series.



4. What did the Egyptian wish?
(A) He wished Egypt could have more natural resources.
(B) He wished Egypt could import natural resources from abroad.
(C) He wished Egypt could search for alternative energy sources.
(D) He wished Egypt could develop their technology.

5. What is a true statement of railway systems?
(A) British railway systems were more advanced than Japanese ones in the past.
(B) British railway systems were as advanced as Japanese ones in the past.
(C) British railway systems are now more advanced than Japanese ones.
(D) British railway systems are now as advanced as Japanese ones.

(1) Word Variations Idiomatic expressions (18f4)

Choose the best answer as a synonym of the word(s) given in the bracket.

1. The person didn’t formally learn the foreign language. Hejust =~ some
expressions. (acquired them just by listening to them)
(A) put aside (B) put forth (C) picked up (D) picked out

2. The person Japanese manga. (likes)
(A) is fond of (B) thinks fondly of (C) looks forward to (D) looks back on

3. The Egyptian wished he could have technology to natural resources. (utilize)

(A) make out (B) make up for (C) make over (D) make use of

4. The British person the achievements that British people made in the past.
(feels satisfied with)
(A) is proud in  (B) is proud of (C) takes proud in (D) has pride in

5. We need to do our best in order to the expectations of non-Japanese people.
(meet)
(A) lookupto (B) liveon (C) liveupto (D) live through

RECEE %’ 'I\

TE=%Z5| X222, ED S “I'mnot sure if | can do well, but I'll try my best in order to live
up to your expectations.” (DEL TEBDEDIDADWEEAD. THFICAD LDICREZRLL
THEY) EEDHAADPWVWET A, “Sure.” (Zaw) EHBLEIZZFDADZNT XU HANICIE
BEOREDRAICEHIAET. BFOIBHDH%Z. “try my best” Z “do my best” (CEZT. “Ill
do my best in order to live up to your expectations.” (ZHAFFICAD LD ICHREZRLLETY) &5
WEL&D,
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@@ Listening

The following is a summary of the text. Fill in the blanks.

1. Other nationalities diverse aspects of Japan.
2. Some people traditional Japanese spirit.
3. Others popular culture such as anime and manga.

4. Some British people stated that they
Japanese corporate philosophies such as kaizen.

5. Japanese people are expected to

be better known to non-Japanese people.

@ Conversation

Listen to a model conversation and have pair conversation practice. Then come
up with your own conversation by changing the underlined parts. After having
your own conversation practice, present your own conversation in front of other
classmates. (M : Non-Japanese, Wl : Japanese)

@O fomihiva N
Konnichiwa. Nice to meet you.
o

[ Konnichiwa. How did you learn the Japanese language? }> 3

3 While watching a lot of anime, I picked up some Japanese expressions.

What kinds of anime do you like? }> .
[ o

3 My favorite anime is One Piece. Have you ever watched it?

friendship among characters.

Of course. I was really impressed by the beautiful ]>
o

) Further Activity
Besides anime, what other aspects of Japan would you like to transmit to non-
Japanese people? Share your opinion with your partner.

ex. the tea ceremony / Japanese calligraphy
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