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___________________________________________________________

3 Club activities should be banned at schools.
UNIT SEARIL TS TH D

___________________________________________________________

Listen to and write down each of the three sentences in the sound file
before the class.

~112:24 9 How much do you agree?

How much do you agree with the title of this unit? Circle a number.

Disagree 1 2 3 4 5 6 Asgree

115279 Warm-up Discussion

Ask yourself the following questions and/or discuss them with a partner.

1) Do you belong to any club at college? Why did you join it?
2) What club activities did you take part in during junior and senior high school? Why?

3) What did you learn from your club activity experiences?
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~1132%9 Vocabulary Warm-up

Write the words that best fit the sentences below.

assumption burdensome elimination rampant blame
time-consuming sense of devoted inflict conformity
1) There is a freedom in this painting. The colors and movements of the

brush are a little wild, but I like the feeling.

2) Heis to his children. He will do anything for them.

3) This storm will serious damage on this coastal town.

4) Studying is often ; you rarely have time to do anything else.

5) is an important value, but it shouldn’t be taken to extremes.

6) I know this work is , but you will learn important things if you pull
through until the end.

7) I vote for the of gun ownership, except for police officers.

8) Drug consumption is in that country. It’s everywhere.

9) This idea is based on the that all Japanese students will need English
later in life.

10) I am not to for this mistake. I wasn’t there.

811320 Listening for Comprehension

1) Listen to the speech carefully and write down the words & phrases you hear.

2) How much did you understand? Check a box.

[JAIl [JAlmostall [JHalf [JAlittle []Nothing at all
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5102389 Syncro-Reading Aloud Read aloud the following essay while listening to the speech.

Club activities should be banned at schools.

When Japanese secondary school' students enter a new school, people usually ask
them “Which school club did you join?” The assumption is that club activities are
essential to a healthy and productive’ school life. However, what do children learn during
club activities? How important are these lessons to their overall education and personal
growth? Aren’t there less time-consuming ways to learn these lessons? More
importantly, are club activities teaching the wrong things?

In 2014, around 85 percent of Japanese junior and senior high school students were
involved in® after school club activities. However, a study recently conducted by the
OECD' revealed that, while Japanese students usually perform quite well academically,’
they enjoy school less than most students in the world. One reason is that club activity
attendance is burdensome to most students, who join these activities out of a sense of
obligation’. The unfortunate result is the elimination of family time. Sports clubs usually
require five or six days of practice a week. Mornings, after school time and weekends
are often devoted to practice. As a result, parents cannot spend time with their children,
talk with them, help them with their school work, and plan family trips and activities.
Instead, a lot of what children do in club activities is over-practice, stemming from’ an
odd’® desire’ for perfection.

Club activities are also places where bullying'® among students is rampant. When
club members fail to do as they are told, miss practices, are late, or do not play well,
other club members and coaches often inflict psychological'' and physical'® pain.
Although the club activity culture is not entirely” to blame, suicide remains the leading
cause of death among Japanese people between 10 and 19 years old. One reason is that
education in Japan is oriented towards'* group identity, which justifies” pressure to
conform. Unfortunately, bullying in Japanese schools and clubs is common, intense,
and teachers are not trained to identify" it and stop it. The government has passed laws
asking teachers to report bullying. But bullying problems are usually dealt with through
stronger emphasis on conformity. The result is that bullies are rarely punished.”® About
190,000 cases of bullying were reported in 2014, but only two students were
suspended.”

Education does not take place only at school and in after-school clubs. The main
place where children become socialized” and learn important life lessons is the family.
Unfortunately, with unreasonable’ pressures from club activities, young people
nowadays are missing out on” family time. Instead, they are spending huge amounts of
time running after balls, dealing with often oppressive” power relationships and
bullying, and learning values which might not be so useful throughout their life.
Likewise, college students should keep in mind that* their job is to study and learn the
things they pay expensive tuition fees” for.

466 words; Flesch-Kincaid 10.1
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£ 1 s 2. =EODBL 3. BMULTUE 4. The Organisation for Economic and Co-operation Development (B85

1) DIEFE 5. FENESF THD 6. BFEEDD 7. ~D'54UD (= come from) 8. 7K (= strange, weird) 9. FEE (= wish,
yearning) 10. LU 11. DIEBHIE 12 AL 13. FE2IC (= completely) 14. ~E@THSD 15. ~ZIEHETD 16.8LL (=
severe, harsh, strong) 17. ~Z4E T2 18. SIBS5ND 19. FFUNZZ(Tc 20. #H={ETD 21. FEEK. EDRIE (=
troublesome, annoying) 22. ~Z%k>TCW\% 23. {IERIIK (= harsh, repressive) 24. B8R39 % (= bear in mind) 25. 28}

£Y15 2409 How much do you agree?

1)

2)

5)

How much do you agree with the main argument in the essay? Circle a
number.

Disagree 1 2 3 4 5 6 Agree

2415 2¥D Reading Comprehension Circle the correct answer.

Why do many people in Japan think club activities are important?

a) Students can grow faster. b) They are the most fun part of school.
¢) Students can learn important things. d) They provide an overall education.

According to the essay, what can be said about club activity participants?

a) They feel pressure to join them.

b) They have more family time.

c) They perform better academically.
d) They are a burden on schools.

What happens when club members practice more than six days a week?

a) They feel more devoted to their club.
b) They get closer to perfection.

c) They don’t have weekends.

d) They can’t spend time with family.

According to the author, what is the main cause of bullying in Japanese schools?
a) Heavy club activity responsibilities. b) Intimidation from other students.
¢) Lack of punishment for bullies. d) The need to follow group thinking.
How are bullying problems often dealt with in Japanese schools?

a) By punishing the bullies.

b) By focusing on group identity.

c) By passing anti-bullying laws.

d) By training teachers to stop bullying.

UNIT 3 Club activities should be banned at schools. 31




~Y) =29 From Listening to Speaking

35 Part1» Listening

Listen to the conversation and fill in the blanks.

A1 Do you think club activities should be banned at schools?

B1

A2 Why do you think so?
B2 Well,

What’s your position?

A3 In my opinion,

B3 Why do you think so?
A4

Part 2 » Dialog

Now fill in the blanks with the statements that match your opinions from the
list on the next page and read aloud in pair. You can also make your own
statements.

A1 Do you think club activities should be banned at schools?

B1
A2 Why do you think so?
B2 Well,

What’s your position?
A3 In my opinion,
B3 Why do you think so?
A4
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B1

B2

A3

A4

[ ] Yes,Ido.

[ ] No, Idon’t.

[ ] I’'m not sure about it.
[] It’s hard to say.

[ ] Ithink children need to spend more time with their family.

[ ] I guess important lessons can be learned through club activities.

[ ] it seems to me that club activities encourage bullying among students.
[] Isuppose if there weren’t any clubs, students would be bored and lazy.

[ ] family time is important, but parents are simply too busy.

[ ] club activities only teach group identity, instead of critical thinking.
[_] bullying is bad, but it is also natural and to be expected in society.

[] students don’t have to be busy all the time to develop into good adults.

[ ] I think so because more and more mothers must work now, so there is often no
one at home.

[ ] What I mean is that club activities focus mainly on following a few basic rules
and learning a very limited set of skills. It’s like the army.

[ ] Well, simply because negotiating power relationships is basic to social life,
and some are simply better at it than others.

[ ] It goes without saying that being on your own is also important in life.

ﬁiil[ Main opinion

By yourself, revisit your original opinion. Do you think club activities should
be banned at schools? Circle the number which best represents your views.
Is it the same number as before? Explain to your partner why you changed
— or did not change — your opinion.

Disagree 1 2 3 4 5 6 Asgree

Writing Write your opinion freely on the titie of this unit.

Club activities should be banned at schools.

UNIT 3 Club activities should be banned at schools. 33 ¢




OPTIONAL STEP MMEWIES{)

Part 1 » Advantages and Disadvantages

In the boxes below, list the advantages and disadvantages of banning club
activities at schools.

®
®

Part 2 » Free Speaking

In groups of four, share your opinions regarding the following discussion
question:

Should club activities be banned at schools?

In front of the class, summarize your group’s main arguments and consensus.

Part 3 » Extra Questions
Find a different partner and discuss the following questions.
1) How much family time did you have as a secondary school student?
2) How important is family time to you? As a future parent, will you have a lot of
family time?
3) What are the main causes of bullying in Japanese schools? What can be done to stop
or reduce it?

4) What can you learn from your classmates and club members that you can’t learn
from your teachers?

5) What can you learn in your family that you can’t learn at school?
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The Frequency of Lexical ltems Used in Unit 3 Essay
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3 Useful Expression for Discussion

-5 DETY

%n(;?}]H?j ..................................................... I dldn’t knOW.

That’s news to me.

I’ve never heard of it.

It’s unheard of.

I had no knowledge of that.
SEFEICE K ETHISIED DTG ovveveeeee I didn’t know until you told me.
gﬁ%?ﬂit(nf&b\jrctj ............................. NO one tOld me.

I was not informed.

UNIT 3 Club activities should be banned at schools.
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