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To the teacher

The content of this book is based on the principles of task-based language teaching
(TBLT). Task-based language teaching is an approach to language education that
prioritizes tasks, or activities which promote the exchange of information in the target
language. Tasks have received a lot of attention in recent years in the fields of applied
linguistics and second language acquisition.

Unlike many textbooks up until now which follow the process of “presentation, practice,
performance” (PPP), a TBLT approach aims to promote learning achievement by having

students activate their own linguistic resources in meaning-focused communication.

Concerning task types
The tasks in this book are divided into five main types.

* Conveying information (CI) Units 1-9

* Synthesizing elements (SE) Units 10-14
* Narrating stories (NS) Units 15, 16
* Solving problems (SP) Units 17-20
* Making decisions (MD) Units 21-24

Tasks that are of the conveying information (Cl) type concern a situation where one learner
has a piece of information that the other learner does not have. They then convey their
own information, or find out the other person’s information, for the purpose of discovery
or understanding, in order to complete the goal of the task. The synthesizing elements
(SE) type of tasks not only involve conveying information, but also require different pieces
of information to be combined together like pieces in a puzzle. The narrating stories (NS)
type tasks, as the name implies, require students to tell a story from a series of pictures
or a video. Solving problems (SP) tasks, meanwhile, concern a situation where students
cooperate together in order to find a solution to some kind of problem. The final task
type, making decisions (MD), requires students to make a selection from a set of different
options, or rank them in order of priority. To do this, they need to share all their opinions
and debate together, eventually agreeing on the best course of action. While SP tasks have
a definite answer that is either right or wrong, MD tasks have answers that are free and

open and depend upon the particular ideas of each group.

With conveying information (CI), synthesizing elements (SE) and narrating stories (NS)
type of tasks, the learners have already been given all the necessary information, in one
form or another. Therefore, learners are primarily concentrating on how they will pass
on that information. Tasks that involve solving problems (SP) and making decisions (MD)
are more cognitively demanding, as learners first need to think of their own opinions
and ideas, and then consider how best they can express that in English. Therefore, it is
recommended that lower level students first undertake the first three types of tasks, in
order to get used to the process of language interaction, before gradually moving on to

solving problems and making decisions type tasks.

Order of units

The units in this book are grouped according to the above task types, numbered from 1
to 24. However, it is not necessary to start at Unit 1 and follow the order until Unit 24. To
get the most out of this book, teachers should select the most appropriate units, taking

into account the focus of the course and the needs/interests of students.
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Putting things in place

Goal To putthings in their proper places in a picture
COHROBEYRIZBEAICT A T LZEEET

1 | Getting warmed up

Vocabulary building

Work in a pair. Look at the picture below and list as many items as you can in the
picture. How many items can you find? Are there any items you cannot say in English?

\ List of items
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2 | Getting ready

Listen and draw

1. Your teacher is going to tell you eight different items to add to the picture above.
Listen carefully and draw the items in their proper places.
2. Compare your answers with a partner.

3 | Getting into it

Describe and draw

Work in a pair. Each student gets a picture from the teacher. Pictures A and B look
similar, but there are 10 more items in Picture A than in Picture B. Do not show your
picture to your partner.

Student A: Look at Picture A. Describe as many items as possible.
Student B: Look at Picture B. Listen carefully and add 10 items to your picture,
drawing them in their proper places.



4 | Getting better at it

Reflection

What are some words or expressions in
English that were useful to complete this
task?

What are some words or expressions in
Japanese that you wanted to use, but
couldn’t?

Notes

L]

5 | Getting further

Task repetition

Now, swap roles. This time:

Student B: Add five items to your picture and describe them to your partner.

Student A: Listen carefully and draw those items in your picture.

6 | Getting it done

Write about locations

Write sentences to describe the locations of the five items added to Picture B.

1.

2.

Putting things in place ¢ Unit 1
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Simple drawings

Goal To describe and draw simple objects
BERREYA AN ZOBETHEELLD, BEN- TEDRZHEWD TS

1 | Getting warmed up

Identify animals

Listen to the teacher. Which animal is being described? Write the name of the animal
next to the number.

frog sheep lion
‘ 1-
2.
racoon koala 3
4.
5.
6.

2 | Getting ready

Listen and draw

Listen again. This time, the teacher will describe an object. Draw a picture of it. What
is the thing that the teacher is describing? Note down any useful language that you
hear, because you will describe an object later in this lesson.

Drawing Useful language

10



3 | Getting into it

Describe and draw

PART A

In pairs, one student is the ‘director’ and the other student is the ‘drawer’.

Director : Receive a picture from the teacher. Do not show it to your partner!
Describe the picture in as much detail as possible, so that the drawer can
draw it accurately.

Drawer : Do notlook at the picture but listen carefully to the description. Draw it in
the box below. The picture is made from a few simple shapes.

Points to note:

1. The director may look at the drawer’s picture. If there are any mistakes or
differences, the director can explain how to fix them.

2. The drawer may not look at the director’s picture. If there is something that you
don’t understand, you can ask questions to the director.

3. Both the director and the drawer may not use gestures. Try and communicate all

your questions and ideas in English.

When you have finished, compare the picture you drew with the original picture.
Reflect on what was difficult, making some notes in the next section.

PART B
Now, swap roles. The new director will receive a different picture from the teacher
and follow the same procedure as above. The new drawer can draw the picture in the

box below.

Simple drawings 4 Unit 2 1
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4 | Getting better at it

Reflection
What are some words or expressions in What are some words or expressions in
English that were useful to complete this ~ Japanese that you wanted to use, but
task? couldn’t?

Notes

5 | Getting further
Objects and their parts

Look at the shapes below. How could you describe each of these shapes, and their
parts, in English? Use the words in the box to help you.

O O [
@ gﬁ’:
Q I 4

cone, fan, square, cylinder, ball, oval, angle, top, bottom, rectangle, right triangle, arc,
triangle, side, cube, pyramid, circle, right angle

12



If there are any other shapes that you want to know how to say in English, look them
up and write them in the space below.

6

Getting it done

Write a description of a picture

1. Give this book to your partner. Your partner will use the basic shapes that we

learned (circles, squares, etc.) to draw a simple picture in the box below. It can be

a building, a person, an animal, or an abstract figure.

2. Take the book back from your partner. Write a description of the picture, using as

much detail as you can.

Simple drawings ¢ Unit 2
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