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The Mermaid and
the -Simpleton

ﬁ%‘ﬁ NE DAY, while he was fishing in the sea, a

had had a great struggle to drag her into .his boat, urged

fisherman caught a mermaid in his net. He had

thought that she was some kind of large fish, and

on by the thought of the price at which so large a fish 5
might sell. But at last, when he could look at his prize
properly, he saw the mermaid lying at the bottom of his
boat, entangled in the net, and still making vain attempts
to free herself from its meshes.

“Well,” said the fisherman, “seventeen years have I worked 10
at my trade, and never have I caught anything so strange.”

She raised tear-filled eyes to him. “I am a mermaid,
please let me go. I am young and very frightened, please
throw me back into the sea.” '

>

“By all means,” said the fisherman, “but first I must take 15

you home with me to show my wife. She always complains
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that I never catch anything wonderful; a fish with a golden
ring inside it, like the one in the story; or a sea-serpent;
or even an octopus. But now that I have caught you I can

silence her complaining for ever, if I but show you to her

o

to-night. To-morrow I will bring you back with me and

return you to the sea.”

So the fisherman carried the mermaid, wrapped up in his
net, home to his little cottage near the sea and showed
her to his wife. The woman was delighted; she praised her
10 husband for his cleverness in catching such a creature and

could not leave off staring at the little mermaid and touch-

ing her to make sure that she was quite real. She stroked
ber scaly tail and pulled her blue hair, and eyed enviously
the red coral necklace around her white throat.

15 “This is horrible,” thought the mermaid, “but it will
not last for ever. To-morrow morning I shall be back in
the sea, and this will all have been an ugly dream.”

But later that evening, as the fisherman and his wife

were sitting at supper, still talking of the mermaid, a
 rogue passed the cottage on his way to make a fortune,
and knocking at the door he asked shelter for the night.
He was made very welcome, and naturally he was told
about the fisherman’s adventure and shown the mermaid.

As soon as he saw her his eyes glittered greedily and he
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8 THE MERMAID AND THE SIMPLETON o

thought, “I must have her To a clever fellow lxke myself,
she would be worth her weight in gold.” So When he had
duly admired the fisherman’s skzll in catchmg strange
creatures, he asked, “What will you do with her?” .
5 “Why,” said the fisherman, ‘put her back in the sea to-
morrow. It is to the sea that she belongs.”
“Then you are not thinking of keeping her?” asked the
rogue. , e
“Indeed no,” laughed the fisherman; “what should we
10 do with a mermaid in the cottage?”

“In that case,”

said the rogue, “since I have a fancy to
own so strange a creature, I will buy her from you.” »
“No,” replied the fisherman, “she is not for sale. I
promised to return her to the sea to-morrow and I must
15 keep my word.” | ‘
“I will give you five golden crowns for her,
The fisherman hesitated. Then he said, A prom1se ‘is a
promise, I will not sell her.”
“You fool,” whxspered his “wife, sell her to hlm, but
2 ask more than five crowns.” R
But the fisherman shook his head. ,“No,i’-’ he ;said,;'
“I will give you ten golden crowns,” said- the rogue,
“and that is a lot of money.” ' AP

“It is deed ” said the fisherman, and he thought, ‘it is
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more than I could earn in six months by fishing.”

“We are poor and it is a fair price,” whispered his wife,
“accept it, man.” But the fisherman said nothing. “Come,”
said the woman, “you cannot refuse ten golden crowns,”
and when he still did not answer she turned to the rogue. 5

“We accept yout price,”

she said. “Ten golden crowns for
her, but without the coral necklace; that would be a crown
the more.”

The rogue laughed. “You may keep your necklace,” he
said, and with eager fingers she dragged it from the mer- w
maid’s neck and set it around her own and ran to admire
her reflection in a polished copper pan that hung upon the
wall. And the rogue smiled to himself as he counted ten
golden crowns out on to the table. But the fisherman -
spoke to neither of them. He went out of the cottage 15
and walked up and down in the darkness outside, his hands
clasped behind his back.

“What have I done?” he said to himself, “what have I
done?”

The next morning the mermaid was put into a sack which 2
the rogue slung over his shoulder, and, well-pleased with
himself, he went on his way. At the nearest town he
sought out a carpenter, who made at his request a wooden

cage large enough to hold the mermaid. Then the rogue



10 THE MERMAID AND THE SIMPLETON

bought 4 donkey and a: little cart-and a dark cloth-to cover

the cage, and set off to make some money. He would stop at

every town and village on his way and charge one silver

penny for a sight of the mermaid, and on fair days and
5 matket days he made a great deal of money.
Cox * * *

In a cottage; just outside a small town, lived a poor
widow and her only son. The widow was always cleaning
and cooking and polishing and mending, but her son was
a simple, idle youth, who liked nothing better than to lie

10 in the fields and gaze up at the clouds, or to sit on a gate
and swing his legs and whistle, or. stroll along the roads
singing to himself, and indeed he whistled and sang as
merrily and prettily as any bird.

“You are a lazy good-for-nothing fellow,” said his

15 mother; “you are a disgrace to the family. I am glad that
your poor father never lived to see what his only child
grew up to be. Here I am working my fingers to the bone
all day, and you idle the time away.”

“Nobody asks you to work so hard, Mother,” said the

2 simpleton, “what is the good of work, anyway? You sweep
the floor and the dust comes down in the night and to-
morrow you have to sweep it up again.”

“You might not mind living in a pig-sty,” said his
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mother, “but what would the neighbours think?”
“You spend an hour preparing a meal which is eaten in

ten minutes,”

said the simpleton; “would it not be better
to eat nuts like the squirrels and fruit like the blackbirds
and have more time to spare for singing and laughing and
being happy?”

“I am ashamed of you,” said his mother, “wanting to
live like an animal! The sooner you make up your mind to
find a useful trade the better.”

“But what is the use of work, Mother? Tell me that.”

“Why, to earn money of course.”

“Ah, for money. Now I understand,” said the simpleton,
for he had often heard his mother talk of money. “But
all the same, I do very well without money.”

“You are impossible,” snapped his mother. “But mark my
words, such a lazy fellow can only come to a bad end.”

Everyone blamed the simpleton for his laziness.

“I am deeply grieved,” said the parish priest, “to see
that you do not mend your ways. Idleness is a great sin,
and industry is a great virtue. I warn you, young man,
idleness will bring you to disaster.”

“Will it indeed, sir?” asked the simpleton, but still he
did no work.

One fine morning in late summer, as the simpleton was

5

o

0

15
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walking along, he found a silver penny lying in the road.

“Ah,” he said, “here is a find. I shall go to town and
spend it.”

As he strolled round the streets wondering what to buy,

5 he saw a crowd collected round a donkey cart. On the cart was
something covered by a cloth, and beside it stood a man.

“Come up, come up, good people,” he shouted. “Only a
silver penny to see the mermaid. A real live mermaid from
the sea. No other wonder like it in the land. Only a silver

10 penny.” :

“Now,” said the simpleton to himself, “that would be a
thing to see. I have heard of mermaids, but I never thought
to see one,” and he joined the crowd and paid his silver
penny to the rogue. '

15 Then the rogue whipped the cloth off the cage and there
inside it was the little mermaid. The crowd pressed round
laughing and jeering, and those who were nearest the cart
poked her through the bars with their fingers to see if she
were real, and she shrank away from them and hid her

2 face in her hands. But the simpleton stared at her and did
not laugh. “Poor little mermaid,” he thought, “how horri-
ble it must be for her in that cage, and how she must
miss the sea.” |

The parish priest was passing by, and when he saw the
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simpleton he stopped.

“It is indeed a distressing thing to see you wasting your
time gaping at worthless marvels,” he said. But after reflec-
tion he added, “Though perhaps for once you are not
spending your time entirely unprofitably, for the mermaids s
are an idle pagan race, who pass their days in sitting upon
rocks and combing their hair, and now you see before you
to what idleness and singing bring you.”

“To what do they bring you, sir?” asked the simpleton.
“Why, indeed,” replied the parish priest, “just to this. To 10
being set up here before a foolish crowd for the people to
laugh and jeer at. Take heed of the warning,” and he
walked on.

But the simpleton watched the mermaid and he pitied
her, and when the crowd had seen enough and the people 15
had drifted away, chattering and laughing, he went up to
the rogue and said, “Do you think that it is quite kind
to keep a mermaid on the dry land and in a cage?”

The rogue stared at him in astonishment. “Probably not,”
he said. 2
“Then why do you do it?” asked the yvouth. “Would it
not be better to let her go back to the sea where she

belongs?”

The rogue burst out laughing. “Why, what a simple



o

10

15

20

14 THE MERMAID AND THE SIMPLETON

fellow you must be, to be sure. That mermaid is worth her
weight in gold to me, and I am not losing the chance of
making good money with her help. Though to be truthful,
I find travelling around the country all the time can be-
come 2 little tiring.”

“Oh money!” said the simpleton, remembering all that
his mother always said on the subject. “Now I understand
why you must keep her in a cage on dry land.”

The rogue laughed again. “I am glad you understand,
my friend,” he said; “and now, if you would earn some
money for yourself, stay by the cart and keep an eye upon
the cage for me while I go to the inn, for I am hungry,
and I will give you two silver pence when I return.”

So the simpleton waited with the cart while the rogue
went to the inn, and as soon as he was alone, the simpleton
lifted a corner of the black cloth over the éage and
whispered into the darkness, “Are you very unhappy, little
mermaid?”

“I am very unhappy,” said the mermaid, and she began
to weep.

“Do not cry, little mermaid, tell me what I can do to
help you.”

“Carry me back to the sea,” pleaded the mermaid.

3

“But I have never seen the sea,” replied the simpleton,
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“and I.do not know where it is, save that it is many, many
miles from here.” Iy

The mermaid sobbed in her cage and the simpleton
thought hard. At last he exclaimed, “Near here is a river.
I have heard tell that sometime every'river reaches the sea. s
If 1 put you into the river could you find your way to :the
sea?”

“I am sure that I could,” said the mermaid.

- “Now we must make our plans,”

said the simpleton, and
it was arranged that he should go after dark to the inn 10
stables where the mermaid was kept in her cage at night,
and while the guests at the inn, with the rogue among
them, were making merry over supper, he should unfasten
the cage, carry off the mermaid and take her to the river.

But that evening,”when he reached the stables, he could 15
find neither the mermaid nor the cage, but only the donkey
eating its hay, and the empty cart with the black cloth
folded neatly upon it, and he had to go away alone.

The next morning he learnt that while the rogue had
been showing the mermaid to the crowd on the previous 2
afternoon, the rich count who lived in the large house on
the hill beside the town had driven through the street in
his carriage, and having seen the mermaid he had a fancy

to buy her for his new fish pool. He had offered the
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rogue five hundred golden crowns for her, and being tired
of travelling around the country, the rogue had accepted
the high price, and now the mermaid was in the fish pool
in the count’s garden.

“Well,” thought the simpleton, “a fish pool is better
than a cage, but all the same I must go up there and see
if she is happy.”

So the next moonlit night he climbed up the hill to the
count’s house, and since the big gates were locked he had
to find a way over the wall. He walked almost all around
the grounds before he found a place where the ivy grew
over the wall and he could climb up it into the garden.
After a search he saw the pool gleaming cold and silver
in the moonlight, and standing by it he called softly, “Little
mermaid, are you there?” and she came swimming towards
him.

“Are you happy here?” asked the simpleton.

“No,” said the mermaid, “I want to return to the sea.”

“Then I will take you down to the river,” said the
simpleton, and he picked her up out of the pool.

He had great difficulty in climbing back over the wall
with the mermaid in his arms, but at last it was done
and he stood in the grass at the foot of the high wall. Then

carrying the mermaid carefully he made his way down the
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 NOTES
The Mermaid and the Simpleton

mermaidl A & F#HIEZE T mermaide: mefe (sea) +maid.
B EORERYT, FESVABOLE, TEENROW
#LTED, FALBOEOREO Siten [sdistin] 11 v
ELEUEERERS. ARIRBSEXE0—#or . o
YR RIHRED ORBEHLETRIL LW EV bR TV 5.
cf. merman (BOAR) i

“had a great struggle to...—=made a great effort to-..

prize Y| )

seventeen years have I worked at my trade, and...
M7EM D UL OBFTE L - TEIAIED )

work at=be engaged in.

tear-filled eyes [\ P WREE T2

By all means=without fail; certainly.

a fish with a golden ring inside it, like the one in
the story ZZTWIERHEBEVIDIL, ~m F bAD
TER) 0%3, A~ T Dy EAOBERY =7
7 7 AHURD TN HIFED X DIEREN RIS - e REF
KEEENIHEHTULES. ZO~e F PAORDEILE
5ThH5D. RY 2277 ALRFRBEHEALTWIc=07 b
ETvRAIHEVEECEIFNDRY 27 7T AR, TN
TREBRBER Ry LB LR Db, lih—
BFEAUC LT Db0RBTHLOICEETS. TORET
RoTRY 27 7 TANRAEDRE DT o= 45 4 FROE
WY ThHH, Thib s HEWWRE B E LicKRDIED
LLOERMEONDBEVSETHDH. T OiRERIL Ring
of Amasis L L-THIBR T\ 5. :
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pP. L.
6 2 sea-serpent [(BEF ED) K5 L~V
7 carried the mermaid, wrapped up in his net, home to
his little cottage-- [ABEHFETL BAT, BHONXt
FANEL DR
12 to make sute s B FEMD B T-DIT |
13 scaly [skéili] T35z 0Dh%]
20 make a fortune=earn great wealth
21 asked shelter for the night T—EHOEET-DAL]
8 2 she would be worth her weight in gold Iz AfL
RAEDESE L B UMENHHIES S |
4 do with T--% i35}
11 have a fancy to--- [-2UFXCH5]
16 crown=any of 'various coins whose name means crown,
as the krona, krome, etc. [ 7 5 & /4545
9 12 her reflection in a polished copper pan [Zpi¥ H -
SABDOTFIAN 5 Do e BF OB
20 a sack which the rogue slung over his shoulder [3£
AR 145)
21 well-pleased with himself-.- [AWZERELTY
10 2 set off=started.
2 would BEDEERYBHDI>T. cf. He would sit for hours
doing nothing.
3 charge=ask as a price
4 on fair days and market days Fhﬁb%’?ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁxhb
HZiLy
9 liked nothing better than to« [ LT\ 3D —FIF
ErEotc) '
14 good-for-nothing =worthless
15 a disgrace=a person or thing that brings shame, dishonor,
or reproach (to one, etc.)
16 never lived to see what his only child grew up to be.
T O—ABTFIRE L TEARARC /o ok B o 2
THxh -7y of. He did not live to finish the work.
17 work one’s fingers to the bone T'HF&REL 3H< |
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pig-sty=a shelter where pigs are kept

The sooner you make up your mind to find a useful
trade the better. [d% % 2 B I oHHY ROT 53
LHTEONRRTIEREEE, WAL the better
DX it would be ¥R ¥/ TELD.
mark my words ThicLOFE S &v I ERELTHL
AT

mend your ways [KFE 2 OFTREDHIDD]

whipped the cloth off the cage TBHETHERTH T
BN - EREE Sl

for once=for this once &Ly

now you see before you to what idleness and singing
bring you 25 LCHREEF 23 S LWl E s
> TWBEEARE EREAPRTNB0D7)

take heed of=pay close attention to

burst out laughing=Dbegan laughing suddenly

Though to be truthful... [#EpiEE%\ 5 L7g--] to be
truthful I to tell the truth X [{ U -CHIIARE 4.

keep an eye upon=watch carefully

waited with.- [--DF% L]

save that--- [--- 3\ 5 2 2 DiEds g

I have heard tell that- [l V52 LREHCHWAZ
EHi3p% ] hear tell {3 hear DYKIT people, someone 7 &
PERShITHCHE (dialect) ¥ 1434575 (colloquialism)
CRVWbRBH, RICIIEER (litraty) BiEE LTH AV
bhs.

make merry over supper [F A% LishbBERC N
<l

count [(FEELUOED) HE) of. FKEOHEHL eatl,
L LEAL countess

all the same=nevertheless

the grounds [BFEE)

he saw the pool gleaming cold and silver in the

moonlight  [HRidis A DX Y EHUTHL L REIK
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P. L.
> TBD% R .
- 17 1 it was daylight by the time that... T332 ¥ CIIT%
P/ A Ay ol

5 good Iuck be with you [pict-OEEEH D )
B, of. May you be happy!
19 constable=policeman
18 17 sentenced the simpleton to be hanged for..- [---DFET
B SRECRETIOE S L)
24 This is what comes of associating with legendary
creatures. [ZHBEBEHOEX S ORANNCOEH 12D T

BRERILAL < cf Your illness comes of drinking too
much.

19 4 commotion=agitated stir, violent disturbance

tiptoe=on tiptoe D& ¢ i

20 3 Greetings to you, swallows. .I"yzix EALE, X5
* %) of. Welcome to you all. '

13 a shell which will contain just so much of the sea
and the wind as I wish-- Mbr 5 EFROODFLITD
BOWOKEBRIUIND L5 f&ﬁi’"ﬁ.l

15 periwinkle shell Tf-& Ui

21 2 set up=assemble and erect
11 'screeched=cried out in high tones
18 trifle [traifl}=thing of little value
22 5 a little puff of wind [/NX7p—REDH,]
In the twinkling of an eye=in an instant
8 awash Fj(?&ﬁxug,ovc_'
14 ran dry-footed [RZ AL X\ TS 7‘\_ 1 dry-footed 3

iSRS HHH, & Z CHLEIFRY.
cf. bare-footed, four-footed

17 Who would have thought so much water could be in
so small a shell. TZ AP RERENSOHICE AT
RILUDKANI o TOBIRA TR E L7255 ]

24 venture out of doors [H % THIMNIHD |

23 2 mess=a disorderly, untidy, or dirty state of things

[N
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it was proclaimed throughout the land thate.  [eot
B A S e ,

suitor [stuter] T(BEEDO)RBL, -

make her choice of a husband F;eé_f x_f‘o S

'ehglble [élidzabl] SRS

far and wide=abroad; everywhere

cowherd T4f\~j of. shepherd [{épard] fg\ -

with her ladies-in‘waiting in attendance Mdetoth
ghc ez Tl

try his Iuck at N\"B?Nibf]k%’o 'C&Z)J

disconsolate [diskansalit]=hopelessly sad

looking as if the world were coming to an end %
T OWDELITHRH T DL ST LT

Up, and away to the palace with your gift, X%,

MbENR-T BE K?SAJ(DE% Dred - Té’&zkﬂo@é’.‘

_up=tise .

be quick about it=hurry up

I have it, lad, (k%% XA, bhoioXl

bride=a woman who has recently been married or is
about to be married cf. bridegroom

the presentations LY YL EHETHRY

the Lord Chamberlain [XHEE)

fashioned of gold (& T{EHMTY

kill=put an end to; extinguish

when blown TWhhiug )

a swan which sang,---sing again. F Yo 70inba—~
By o, HBIIRICEATELVLE RS &\ 5 E36
Y, ZOEBIEIHTWE.

If it will please your highness BhichibE L EFE
T

discomfiture =embatrassment

dismiss=direct or allow to leave

with a wave of her hand F% %, T]
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P.
30

3

32

35

36

37

L.
20

fory

14

O W N

24

I will waste no more time on you Mpic Uit 2 7/c s
Iz hB Edhdos THBOF IR .
coax [kéuks]=persuade or try to persuade by pleading
ot flattery .

- by force [H¥LCy
not having her own way [EHAOEWFEhitikbicw
kil
waverted in his determination [REFIZF L 72y
racked their brains [BLF% LIE-7o]
tossed and turned [EBERMAIL 1]
although not a wink of sleep did she get-.-=although
she did not sleep a wink..-
went down on one knee [(FOIHEDONT)OETETU
fod

King Florimonde and the Winged Horse

1

13
15
16

23

13

in the olden times=in the old times

over=in a position to rule or control

rare and costly treasures the like of which the world had
never seen before [EEIOAARLRI—E L L TR
LORWHE R B LV, Siffi7ciis) the like of =a thing
like; anything to equal. @ which DOEFTENL treasures
had made a covenant ‘with [eee L EGHEEA T
the court EFD—KEELH)

surpassed =exceeded, was (or were) better than

there was no strange thing that...which--- = O304
fft4za that 3 which piEl—04TE thing hn5b
BEREOHIC

a range of mountains=a mountain range LR, MU
steed=horse ‘

the cheering crowds [HIEL T2 HERICH

in no way TERUT--Lig\nJ



