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CHAPIER I
The Human Past

What do you know about your early childhood? Suppose
that you want to learn about yourself before the age of
five, what will you do? If you want to learn more than
your parents can tell you, what will you do? Have
your parents kept any written records of your weight,
when you began to walk and talk, and so on? Have
they treasured articles from your early childhood such
as clothing, toys, and books? Do you think it would be
interesting to find out as much as possible about yourself?
The story of your early life is history. You can be the
historian who pieces it together from what your parents
can remember, from such written records as have been
preserved, and from such relics of your past as may be
found in the attic.

The story of the human past also is your history.
This book can tell you only certain parts of this story,
and those briefly, and suggest other books that you can
read. But if your curiosity still is not satisfied, you will
have to become a historian. You will then read written

records in the original, such as treaties, laws, contracts, 20
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DAYBREAK OF HISTORY

and letters. Perhaps you will even become an archaeologist
who excavates the ruins of ancient villages to uncover
the weapons, tools, ornaments, and similar objects which
help us to reconstruct the life of early man. Would you
like to have a hand in writing the story of the infancy
of the human race?

We study the story of the human past because it is our
own story. It was begun by our remote ancestors, and
has been continued by successive generations to our
own times. It is being written by ourselves today, and will
be carried on by our descendants in the future. Quite
rightly the human past has been called man’s great
adventure — an adventure that has not yet come to an end.

But when we start to tell this story from its beginning;
we are at once met with the question, “How do you know
about things which happened long ago?”

If you were to ask me how I know about something
which happened yesterday, I might answer, “I saw it,”
or, “Someone who saw it told me about it,” or, “I read
it in the papers.” If you are not satisfied with one of
these answers, you can ask more questions until you find
out what seems to be the truth.

Again, if we are told that a classroom seats a certain

“archaeol ogist” & & & A 7 A9,
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THE HUMAN PAST

number of persons and we believe that this number is
inaccurate, we can easily check it by counting the seats
ourselves. Or if someone says that objects weigh less
under water than in the air, we do not have to take
his word for it, because we can test the truth of his
statement by experiment.

But when we come to the story of the past, we cannot
learn the truth by any of the methods of question or
experiment. We cannot call up the ghosts of great men and
ask them to tell us what they did and why they did it.
Nor can we watch with our own eyes the building of an
Egyptian pyramid or sail with Columbus to discover
America. The writer of history must take whatever records
the past has left, however imperfect they may be, and
make what he can of them.

It is because the records are so imperfect that some
people are very critical of the story of man’s past. Either
they bluntly dismiss all history as false or hint that it is
““a fable that we have agreed to accept.” But such judgments
are too severe. Quite true, there are matters in the past
which will probably always remain unknown for want
of any evidence, and others which we shall never under-
stand completely because the surviving evidence is too
slight or too untrustworthy. But in spite of these gaps in
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DAYBREAK OF HISTORY
our story, we have much more information of different
kinds than most people know of, and we have also many
ways of testing its accuracy.

Our evidence for the human past is of two kinds:
written records and material objects. It was only between
five and six thousand years ago that men invented the
art of writing and in many parts of the world this invention
was not adopted until much later. Even now there are some
backward peoples who are quite ignorant of writing.
From the time when men learned to write, however, they
began to keep records of various kinds. The earliest were
written on skins, or on bark, or on wood. Later, they
were inscribed or painted on stone or pottery, and finally
various sorts of paper were developed for writing purposes.
Some of these records were public, such as dedications,
the edicts of rulers, laws, and treaties; others were private,
like letters, contracts, and business accounts. Among
written records we should also include historical works,
and, in fact, all of a people’s literature.

Such records as these supply us with the sort of informa-
tion necessary for writing history. Therefore, we say
that the historic period in the life of a people begins with
the keeping of written records of its activities. The
earlier period, for which we have no written evidence,

A EIZBET 2 R OIER & (275,
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THE HUMAN PAST
is called prehistoric.

Our knowledge of prehistoric times depends mainly
upon materjal objects which reveal human activities.
In many places we find the remains of prehistoric men
in the form of scattered bones or buried and unburied
skeletons. From these we learn the height and other
physical traits of these peoples. The graves themselves
indicate religious beliefs which concern the life after death.
And when we find in these graves ornaments, weapons,
remains of clothing, and other objects, we can tell
much about the life these people led.

Material objects are likewise found in great numbers
at the places where prehistoric man lived for any length
of time. The caves which they used as shelters and the
ashes of the hearth fires that once blazed in their huts
have preserved broken or discarded knives, arrowheads,
spearpoints, bone needles, and other tools and weapons.
Along with these are the bones of animals whose flesh
was cooked and eaten by the firesides. These tell us
what kinds of wild animals were hunted for food or skins
and what kinds of domestic animals were raised to supply
meat and milk, as well as wool or hair for making clothing.
Even the charred seeds or fruit stones can be identified.
They show what wild and cultivated grains, fruits, and
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DAYBREAK OF HISTORY
vegetables contributed to the food supply of prehistoric
men.

In many places hunters of long ago decorated the
walls of their caves or the flat surfaces of cliffs with
drawings and paintings of the wild animals which they
chased. They also, like the Eskimos in recent times, carved
animal, and sometimes human, figures on pieces of stone,
bone, ivory, and horn. All these representations help us
to picture to ourselves the conditions under which men
once lived. '

There are still certain regions in the world, like the
Australian and South African deserts, the Amazon forests,
Patagonia, and the fringe of the Arctic Circle, where
backward peoples are living with implements and re-
sources similar to those of our remote ancestors. By
studying the occupations and customs of these tribes,
we gain a fresh insight into life as it must have been
elsewhere in prehistoric times. Those who study material
remains are known as archaeologists, that is, “students
of ancient things,” or anthropologists, that is, “students
of man and his civilization.”

There is one great difficulty which confronts anyone
who tries to tell the story of prehistoric times. This is
the difficulty of dating material objects. A skeleton cannot

KEDORMZI LA L EEL b,
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THE HUMAN PAST

answer the question, “How long ago were you clothed with
flesh?” Nor can a tool or weapon tell how many years

ago it was made and who made it. There are, however,

some clues which help us to solve problems of this sort."

If, in excavating a place occupied by prehistoric men for a
long time, we find one set of objects buried below those
of another type, we know that the lower ones are earlier,
that is to say, older, than those of the upper level. And
when we find the bones of wild animals mingled with
remains of human occupation, we know that in this case
the men and the beasts belong to the same period.

The geologists, whose business it is to study how
the surface of the earth came to be as it is, can help us
here. They can tell us the changes of climate which
various parts of the globe passed through, and when and
how layers of clay and gravel were formed. Thus, when
we find human or animal remains or objects used by man
buried in clay, gravel, sand, or loam, the geologists will
date them for us in geological periods. They cannot quote
us dates in terms of definite years, but they can say “about
ten thousand,” ‘“about fifty thousand,” or “about one
hundred thousand years ago men or animals like this
lived, or objects of this kind were in use.”

Another difficulty with unwritten evidence is that it
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DAYBREAK OF HISTORY

tells practically nothing about political and social life.
It does not give us the names of individuals or tribes or
even tell what languages they spoke. It reveals nothing
about the thoughts that passed through men’s minds
nor the ideals which inspired their conduct. For these
reasons we cannot give an account of the actions of
prehistoric peoples, but must content ourselves with an
imperfect picture of their material culture. We shall use
culture as meaning the whole way of living which men
develop in order to maintain their existence on the earth.
Civilization refers to highly developed cultures.

We must not think that material remains cease to be of
importance for the study of the human past when
written records appear and the historic period begins. On
the contrary, they are even more valuable than before, be-
cause they help to illustrate the written story, and they
themselves can be understood better in connection with
this story. Thus, the ancient descriptions of Egyptian
pyramids and the wonders of Babylon might be very
misleading were it not that the pyramids have survived
to our day and that excavations have enabled us to check
the reports of the size and character of the works of
Babylonian architects. In the same way the fortified
castles of later times, with the arms and armor of the

I Z Tl culture & civilization % Xk 5 L BRICH - T2 H,
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THE HUMAN PAST

warriors who lived in them, illustrate conditions of life
“when knighthood was in flower.” Monasteries and cathe-
drals give us vivid pictures of the life of the clergy in the
same period.

It is because remains of this kind are so essential to the
understanding of bygone ages that all civilized peoples are
making great efforts to preserve or restore relics of various
sorts which reflect the lives and achievements of their

ancestors. In our own country we maintain as national or

state monuments buildings of the colonial period, forts of 1o

the Indian wars, and trading posts of the western frontier,
as well as the homes of famous statesmen and other
outstanding persons. In addition we build and furnish
museums to illustrate the arts, the sciences, and the
industries of the past, and of the present also, for we
believe that future generations will be interested in how
people lived and what they accomplished in our day.

But let us now turn back again to the remote past and
see what sort of picture we can draw of life in prehistoric

times.
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From Savagery to Civilization

Our world had been spinning through space for many
millions of years before the first man walked the earth.
Fiery gases had cooled and condensed to form water and
rocks, mountains had been shoved aloft, had worn away
and sunk beneath the waters, and ocean beds had been
raised above the waves to form new continents. Great
forests had flourished and decayed to be crushed into
coal deposits, and monstrous animals, such as the dinosaurs
whose size astonishes the visitors to our modern museums,
had lived and died, leaving their bones embedded in the
mud of ancient marshes.

Some geologists say that if the lifetime of the earth
be represented by a twenty-four-hour day, the lifetime
of the human race would be less than five minutes and
its written history of the last six thousand years would
correspond to five or six seconds. We cannot, of course,
be sure of the exact age of the earth or of the exact age
of man. For our story of the human past it is enough to
realize that man was a very late comer on the earth, and
that, even so, he lived here more than one hundred thousand

CBEOFIEE A S T B,
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FROM SAVAGERY TO CIVILIZATION

years before he became the recorder of his own history.

I. The Old Stone Age

When men first appeared on the earth, it presented a
very different appearance from that which it does today.
For example, the British Isles were joined to the continent
of Europe. There was no English Channel and a low plain
filled the place of the North Sea. Spain and Italy formed
land bridges between Europe and Africa, dividing the
Mediterranean Sea into two great inland lakes. Another
land bridge linked Europe to Asia Minor, cutting off the
Black Sea from the Mediterranean..

At that time the climate of the northern hemisphere
was undergoing a series of fluctuations between extreme
heat and extreme cold. Four times great icecaps crept
southward from the North Polar regions over the north-
ern parts of Europe, Asia, and America. On these occasions
glaciers formed in the mountains and pushed their way
down over the lowlands. And four times the icecap and the
glaciers melted and shrank under the influence of warmer
temperature until, in their fourth retreat, they reached
the positions which they occupy today.

It was in the midst of changes of this kind that primitive
man appeared. No one yet knows his original home,
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DAYBREAK OF HISTORY
although it must have been in the warmer, equatorial
regions. In Europe man made his appearance in the
period between the second and the third glacial advances,
and human bones from equally early times have been
found in such widely separated places as South Africa and
China.

The early types of man were quite different from those
that we know. They were shorter and stockier, with low
foreheads, heavy protruding brows, and retreating chins.
There was something apelike in their appearance, yet
they walked upright and their hands, with the thumb
set opposite the fingers, were unlike the paws of apes or
any other animals.

Compared with the saber-toothed tiger, the cave bear,
and other huge savage creatures which sought him as their
prey, early man must have seemed a puny creature. It is a
wonder that he was not exterminated. But he had certain
advantages which more than made up for his lack of
powerful teeth and claws with which to defend himself
or catch his food. There were his superior brain and
his adaptable hand. His brain enabled him to devise ways
of meeting superior strength with superior cunning. With
his hand he could grasp or throw sticks and stones to
serve as weapons of offense or defense.

MO ANBHE E N & 5 ZethE: L Tnizd,
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FROM SAVAGERY TO CIVILIZATION

Armed in this way a troop of men could defend them-
selves against beasts of prey or bring to bay and kill
mammoths, bisons, giant deer, and other animals for food.
This mutual helpfulness or co-operation was one of the
chief reasons for man’s survival and his ultimate conquest
of the earth for his species.

Man’s mental superiority over the animal world shows
itself in his ability to adapt to his use manifold objects
and even to control natural forces. One of his most
important conquests was his winning control over fire.
Natural fire arising from volcanoes or caused by lightning
or friction of branches in a high wind must have been
at first a source of terror to man. But he appreciated its
warmth and brought it into his service to banish cold, to
frighten away wild beasts, and to cook his food. He
learned to bank his fires, to keep them alight continuously
and, if they did go out, to rekindle them by rubbing
together pieces of dry wood or striking a piece of flint
with a stone so as to produce a spark. The hearth, where
the fire burned by day and by night, formed a center
about which family life began to develop.

Man must have learned very early to protect himself
against inclement weather by covering his body with the
skins of beasts fastened with wooden pins or sewn with
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leather thongs. Skins would also serve as ornaments,
as did shells and pieces of ivory. Containers for carrying
food and water could be made of hides or of plaited
reeds and grasses. Such were the beginnings of the use of
clothing, jewelry, and household utensils.

The earliest weapons of primitive man were undoubtedly
clubs, spears, and throwing-sticks of wood, but all traces
of these perishable objects have disappeared. Man’s in-
genuity, however, led him to fashion implements of stone,
and these have survived in such great numbers that we
call the opening chapter in man’s story the Stone Age.
The variety of stone used for this purpose was flint,
which can be chipped or flaked into the desired shape
by striking it with a hard round pebble or by pressing it
with a hard substance like bone. There is no mystery
about this process, which was used by our own American
Indians in making their arrowheads, and is still in use
among some primitive tribes. The whole period during
which this was the only method employed for making
objects of stone is called the Old Stone Age.

During the whole length of the Old Stone Age, men
lived entirely by hunting, fishing, and gathering wild foods.
While the men of a tribe speared and trapped animals for
food or fur, and caught fish in the lakes and rivers, the

IHT 20 &9 ) B,
L BOMEII M TH - o,



FROM SAVAGERY TO CIVILIZATION

women gathered wild fruits, berries, and nuts, and searched
the meadows and woods for edible plants. There were no
domesticated animals and man had not yet learned how to
plant and cultivate crops. As each group needed a wide
range of territory over which to seek its food, population
was sparse and no numerically powerful tribes could
develop. Men had not learned how to build durable homes
for themselves. In warm climates they constructed flimsy
windbreaks of interlaced branches or reeds, and in the
colder regions they took refuge in natural caves.

Between twenty and thirty thousand years ago the
climate in the northern hemisphere was still very cold. But
the last of the great Ice Ages was coming to an end. The
great icecaps which had extended southward as far as
central Europe and almost to the Ohio River in America
had begun to melt and shrink back to the north or up
into the mountain valleys. The continents and the seas
had taken the form which they have today. At this time
there appeared in Europe, coming from North Africa by
way of Spain and from Asia Minor up the Danube Valley,
men of the type which now inhabits the earth.

These forerunners of modern man were great artists as
well as great hunters. The subjects of their art were
usually the animals which they hunted for food and
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16 DAYBREAK OF HISTORY

clothing, such as the mammoth, the bison, the reindeer,
and the wild horse. With finely pointed flints they engraved
pieces of bone, ivory, and flat stones, and carved sculptures
from the bones and antlers of reindeer and fragments of
s mammoth tusks. They also modeled figures out of clay.
But their finest work is seen in the pictures which they
painted on the walls and roofs of the caves in southern
France and northern Spain. Some of these paintings were
done in outline only, but in others the artists painted
10 the whole figure in one or more colors, using black, red,
and yellow. In many cases the painters worked in the dark
recesses of caves by the flickering light supplied by animal
fat burning in crude lamps of hollowed stone.
What makes these paintings and sculptures so remark-
15 able is the skill and naturalness with which they were
done. The animals portrayed are not stiff and lifeless
figures, but are shown in action, running, swimming,
fighting, in most realistic fashion. In their attempts to
depict human beings, however, these ancient artists were
20 not so successful, although a very fine ivory head, dating
from over fifteen thousand years ago, has recently been
dug vp in Hungary. The rock paintings of the South
African Bushmen and the Australian blacks and the bone
carvings of the Esquimos resemble the work of the artists
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34 1 wedge-shaped strokes [ { 3 U HEOFR,
16 of great advantage =very advantageous
19~20 plane geometry U ST B4 2
22~23 what was meant to be a map THHICZILT LD
rL7zL g
35 2 fall back upon fiz72 k3%
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35 18U0r (7] Svwu=T7HECH % ERS LT T (Chaldea)
DERL:,
22 the facing [is] of burnt brick TEWIIEv72A
WTTETVD
37 11~12intercede for him with the great god I'{& k7 ##
ICBHGFDZ L E2ED LT L0t
23gave rise to "L X o -7z
38 3 Gilgamesh [gilgamel] /S w=T{(RHNE.
11 gave place to TZHIfEZ W § 572
12 Semite [sémait, siim-] T2 A
39 1 Hammurabi [hdmurd:bi, h®mu-] SNEewn=TF,
5 Kassite [k&@sait] T4 F Al
14 Assyrian [osirion]
16 Chaldean [kzldizon]
20 Armenian [q:rmi:nion]
40 2 cuneiform characters r%ﬂ(ﬁ):{ﬁ)‘ciJ
5~ ¢ Bel-Marduk [bél-md:duk) Bel (38t o=7 AR
Tl T Ao, Marduk 30 =T O,
14 fell short of Tz e o72g

41 10 cast horoscopes "RER%#-> TR L% T 5,
23~24 in force TEITS N T\7z,
43 10 Nebuchadnezzar [nébjukodnéza:7, nébu-] RTHF

FHN(RER)DE,
12 quadrilateral [kwddril@tersl /kw3d-] [0,
22 Ishtar [ifta:»] Babylonia & Assyria R,
24 Adad 2 # ) 7 AITIE Ishkur & L 406 fL7 KRR,
44 7 Tower of Babel (<~ L%, of [(EE) Gen. 11:1-9
45 92~ 3 Hanging Gardens of Babylon T <tw> 3E%ek
WHROELTEHEN—D,
5 Median [mi:dion]

46 12 Nineveh [ninivi] HRT7T v Y ToEHE. 44 7 74
#B Tigris LN Mosul IHRIZZ DEERENH 5,
47 12 Asshur [Gfue:?r] 7o 2 T OREHR.

21 Asshurbanipal [&fo:rb&nipsel] =Ashurbanipal #C



