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La Paix, Rodgers’ Forge
Towson, Maryland

August 8, 1933
Dear Pie:

I feel very strongly about you doing [your| duty. Would you s
give me a little more documentation about your reading in French?
I 'am glad you are happy—Dbut I never believe much in happiness. 1
never believe in misery either. Those are things you see on the
stage or the screen or the printed page, they never really happen to
you in life. 10
All T believe in in life is the rewards for virtue (according to your
talents) and the punishments for not fulfilling your duties, which are
doubly costly. If there is such a volume in the camp library, will
you ask Mrs. Tyson to let you look up a sonnet of Shakespeare’s in
which the line occurs “Lilies that fester smell far worse than weeds” 1
Have had no thoughts today, life seems composed of getting up
a Saturday Evening Post story. I think of you, and always pleasantly;
but if you call me “Pappy” again I am going to take the White Cat
out and beat his bottom hard, six times for every time you are
impertinent. Do you react to that? 20
I will arrange the camp bill.

Halfwit, I will conclude.

Things to worry about:
Worry about courage
Worry about cleanliness 25
Worry about efficiency

Worry about horsemanship



Worry about. ..

Things not to
Don’t worry
Don’t worry

5 Don’t worry
Don’t worry
Don’t worry
Don’t worry
Don’t worry

1w Don’t worry
fault
Don’t worry
Don’t worry
Don’t worry

15 Don’t worry
Don’t worry
Don’t worry
Don’t worry

Don’t worry

worry
about
about
about
about
about
about

about

about:

popular opinion

dolls

the past

the future

growing up

anybody getting ahead of you
triumph

about failure unless it comes through your own

about
about
about
about
about
about
about

about

mosquitoes

flies

insects in general
parents

boys
disappointments
pleasures

satisfactions

20 Things to think about:

What am I really aiming at?

How good am I really in comparison to my contemporaries in

regard to:

(a) Scholarship
25 (b) Do I really understand about people and am I able to get

along with them?

(c) Am I trying to make my body a useful instrument or am I

neglecting it?




With dearest love,
[Daddy]

PS. My come-back to your calling me Pappy is christening you
by the word Egg, which implies that you belong to a very
rudimentary state of life and that I could break you up and crack s
you open at my will and I think it would be a word that would
hang on if I ever told it to your contemporaries. “Egg Fitzgerald.”
How would you like that to go through life with—“Eggie
Fitzgerald” or “Bad Egg Fitzgerald” or any form that might occur
to fertile minds? Try it once more and I swear to God I will hang it 10
on you and it will be up to you to shake it off. Why borrow

trouble?

Love anyhow.

Grove Park Inn
Asheville, North Carolina 15

November 17, 1936

Dearest Pie:

I got a School Letter saying that Thanksgiving Day is best, and
it is better for me that way. There is no particular advantage in
going out two or three times rather than one, without particular 2
objectives; the idea is to go out once and have a good time. I'll be
delighted to meet whoever you want, and our engagement is on

Thanksgiving Day.



(This is a parenthesis: I got the little charms that you sent me for
my birthday, the bells dangling and the mule, and appreciated
your thought of me—you little donkey!)

Park Avenue girls are hard, aren’t they? Usually the daughters of

5 “up-and-coming” men and, in a way, the inevitable offspring of
that type. It’s the “Yankee push” to its last degree, a sublimation of
the sort of Jay Gould who began by peddling bad buttons to a
county and ended, with the same system of peddler’s morals, by
peddling five dollar railroads to a nation.

10 Don’t mistake me. I think of myself always as a northerner—and
I think of you the same way. Nevertheless, we are all of one nation
and you will find all the lassitude and laziness there that you
despise, enough to fill Savannah and Charleston, just as down here
you will find the same “go getter” principle in the Carolinas.

15 I don’t know whether you will stay there another year—it all
depends on your marks and your work, and I can’t give you the
particular view of life that I have (which as you know is a tragic
one), without dulling your enthusiasm. A whole lot of people have
found life a whole lot of fun. I have not found it so. But, I had a

20 hell of a lot of fun when I was in my twenties and thirties; and I
feel that it is your duty to accept the sadness, the tragedy of the
world we live in, with a certain esprit.

Now, insofar as your course is concerned, there is no question of
your dropping mathematics and taking the easiest way to go into

25 Vassar, and being one of the girls fitted for nothing except to
reflect other people without having any particular character of
your own. I want you to take mathematics up to the limit of what

the school offers. I want you to take physics and I want you to take
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Rodger’s Forge [radzorz 15:d3]

Towson [tausn] Maryland M{FR#ES Baltimore (— p. 9, L 13 &) HEDHT,
Pie cf. sweetie pie. (35) "B9 5N ; AL

Mrs. Tyson [taisn]

sonnet (F%) "V A v by 4TE. MBEC LT, FEITEGE
CITHEAMNFNIEDAL 5 ) TERE, 320478 &, 2hilH< 2
fTEE, 53 HEERK S 2SN,

Shakespeare [féikspio], William (1564-1616) HEEDF A - BIEZE,
Goethe, Dante & LI 3 ANEED O & U, Stratford-upon-Avon H & .
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Juliet (1594-5), Hamlet (1600—1), Macbeth (1605—6), The Merchant of
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DEVWERZ D, Shakespeare @ Sonnet 94 D—*Hfi, (— p.89 Appen-
dix 1)  ‘Shakespeare’s Sonnets’ (1609) 154 #i7%> 5 72 % Shakespeare D v/
Ay ME, B (—CXXVD) 3EZDO AR M Y CHIEATFRH TS
DT, 828 (CXXVII-CLIV) X, \Wh®W 5 Dark Lady ~OE, FHLD
B, BLOREXOREHREE T >N TEINATLS,

gettingup ~ "T~%FEx FF52 &)

Saturday Evening Post, The EDRFHYS KRMEL, 1821 LE8IF),
Fitzgerald 3 RFEREFOLEEE LESEES 2T 5 0 10BBM
IRz EEE<0, FIXIOPost BEIREE L,

Pappy (&%) =papa. cf. dad; daddy.

bottom=nbuttocks. L ¥V ; B,

Halfwit=silly person; fool. T I TRIFEU AW, (—p. 11,1 4)
contemporaries i. e. contemporaries at school. TEIHA(K) 4,

in regard to=with respect to; concerning. cf. as regards; concerning.
come-back (f&) TEWVIEL; Lo~GRL

at my will TROOF I FE5 L5510,

hangon "DV TH5; MELET S,

fertile=(of a person’s mind) inventive ; full of suggestions, ideas, etc.
hang ~on.. T iZl~tWVWABHPELEDT B

itwillbeuptoyouto.. T T AMLEIMIEBELREN,

Why berrow trouble ? C 2 Td Why do you bring yourself into trou-
ble ? DFEBE,  ¢f. It was my mother’s nature to borrow trouble.

[November 17, 1936]
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mule "(DonHRAD) AV v/8; (- —00D) BRI
donkey=stupid, foolish or obstinate person. < Z TIIEU LT,

Park Avenue New York i Manhattan IZ 3% % K0 T, Bk 7,
FEEHTH -1,

hard=energetic and persistent; steady and earnest. T#fli%s ; B & H 9,
“up-and-coming”  (FEITHFE) THEZ ; R VFEOD ; HBIINE,
“Yankee push” TV V& —-ONAEY ; @I 5EE, ¢ Yan-
keeism.
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railroads(pl. ) =railroad shares or stocks. T8#kE#RE
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